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Tothe Puritan Reader, 


F thou art ſuch a one as doeft confeſie thy 
ſclfe a Puritan (as the name u now unjuſtly 
uſed)thou wilt ſoon find in this ſhort Tract, 
that my indevour has been to do thee right, 
but not to humor thee; to take off unjuſt aſperſions from 
thee, but not to inſinuateby flattery into thee. An Ambie 
dexter I would not be in two contrary fattions , by 
ſeeking to pleaſe both; neither would I be a Nenter of [ 
conld avoyde it :but iu things where I diſſent,1 will de- 

part from both ſides, rather then from that which 1 
think the trath, I ſhall not uſe the rord Puritan fatti- 
ouſly ,as if all Puritans were alike to be imbraced : but 
cautionſly ,as if that difference and contraricty might 
happen among#t Puritans in Evgland, as did once 
among#t the Diſciples in our Saviours owne Schoole, 
Charitie urges me not 10 cenſure any man in particular 

for an kypocrite, yet.wiſdome teaches me not to free all 
men is gexerall from being hypocrites : ſuch charity 
may well ſland and agree together with ſuch wiſdome, 
and ſuch wiſdome with ſuch charitie;but if I doe not at 
all [cruple any mans integrity, this neceſiitates me not 
therefore to aſcribe an infallibilitie : for if I can eaſily. 

yeeld to hope and think well of all Puritans,yet it ou j- - 
20t to beexpetted that I ſhould yeeld my conſent to all 

Puritans in all things, I am free awd open in drclaring 
my opinion aſwell againſt the rigorous and neceſſary 
vrging of Presbyteriall 4s Epiſcopall Government in 

all places,and at all times ; but I relye upon proofe , not. 

FT 2. meere. 
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meere en my proofe being enervated by 
clearer judgement jt will be a plegfave t0 me to retract. 
F ariety of opinion and underſtanding (ſome ſay) has 
place among ft thoſe glorious ſpiritiin Heaven,amons ſt 
whom #0 other kind of diſcord can have place:andeven 
the Apoſtles themſelves though inſpired by God, yet 
when they ſpake not by inſpiration, they were not deſgX 
rows to lead captive the beliefes of other leſſe-knywing 
men, Heat and acrimony amongſt ſuch as diſſent in 
opinion has done more miſchiefe in the Church of God, 
then any thing that I can imagine beſides;and certain! 
"tis not the meere love of trath,but ſome other ſiniſter 
reſpect that workes thus violently inthe minds of men 
ſo naturally d4imme,as we all are. For why ſhould I bury 
with indignation againſt another becauſe hets leſſeun- 
derſtanding then I am? or why ſhould I ſo farre pre- 
fume upon my ſelfe, if 1 think I am liable to errour, as 
well as other men? can the meere love of knowledge 
make me abhorre ignorance more in another then in my 
ſelfe? or make me arrogate more freedome from errour 
to my ſelfe then to other men? Sare,truth has more af- 
finity with charity then ſo and charitie with humility, 
For my part, I doe acknowledge my ſelfe not onely ſub- 
Jett to much iznorance, but to much ſcandalous offence 
too ; my greateſt enemie ſhall not charge me of more 
faines, then I will my ſelfe; I will confeſſe my [elf the 
chicfe of ſinners,and that wot only in regard of ſinnes 
paſt, as perhaps Saint Paul did,but alſo in regard of my 
preſent ſinfull condition; but certainely ſince ſin and 
ignorance are ſuch things as cleave radically to all 
men,and mnſt beaccounted {ortis humanz ; therefore 
fo beare mutuall reproefes, and to forbeare all bitter. 
neſſe and cenſure,ought tobe profeſſed a5 vertues, and 
fo be accounted Sortis Chriſtianz. And ſince I' my 
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elfe notwithſtanding all my other defects ds not vloy 
/s them, bat enfeſSrhem to my ſhame, and poo > 4 
net maligne the | of God tn rigid Puritans; but 
rather rejoyce thereat, I am perſuaded, howſoever 1 
appeare to the eye of God,no man living ought to deſpiſe 
me much leſſe to expunge me out of the booke off 4 If 
God does not give me ſo mach grase as be ces thee, 
wilt thou ſay, He gives me not that which he accounts 
ſufficitnt? and if Tam not in this or that (0 unblame- 
able as thou art wilt thou ſay, my grace generally is not 
equall with thine ? if thow exceedeſt me in all other 
vertues and yet art by me exceeded in humility alone, 
wilt thou upon this proceede to cenſure me ? Puritans. 
have not made themſelves mart inexcuſable by any 
thing then by condemning ther men: for theurh they 
ſee not as'God ſees , yet they mill often underighe- to 
Judge as God ought to judge: and inths they have wot: 
been zreater enemies to themſelves, then to the whole 
ſtate of Pietie and Religion. It does not appeare to the 
contrary, but that the Phariſee in the Goſpel, of whom 
our Saviowr put his caſe, might be a good man, and his 
cauſe might be g004 topraiſe God for not leaving him 
tothe ſcandalous ex ceſſes of ſomeother men: but when 
he would undertake r6j;1ge particular men,more righ- 
tedws perhaps in Gods ſizht then wimelf,we know what 
j 7 arp he received himſelfe. And if it b: 6t 


-lawfull to cenſure 4 Publican, much leſſe will I cenſure 


a Phariſee,except alone in that particular wherein h:e 
i himelfe i, and wherein our Saviour Chriſt 
condemnes him : that dottrine therefore which 1 ſhall 


recommend toall men {oth Phariſces and Publicans is 

zo be Charitable,to be Humble:tobe Charitable becauſe 

they are Chriſtians to be humble,b:canſe they are men. 
| A Tle 
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The Times have lately received a very great. and 
wonderfull chauze almoſt equall to thatof kdwithe. 6, 
and yet ſtill there is the ſame uſe of Chanitie, \as was 
before, Lukewarmne(ſe that odions and nauſeous bane 
of Religion was hitherto decored and guilded over with 
the title of Moderation : but now we are in danger 10 
ſuſfer in the other extreme,for Moderation that bleſſed 
pacificall vertue is now likely to be as much debaſed, 
and d:faced under the title of Lukewarmne(ſe : Both 
wayes Charity is violated,both wayes Piety is oppoſed: 
and what difference is it to Satan,if he prevaile, by 
which extreme he does prevaile, whether he ſinks us by 
4 Tempeſt, or confound us by acalme? For a remedy of 
all miſchiefes then let ns embrace Charitie, and that 
Charitie may dwell amongſt us, let us all learne toveu-. 
ſwre, de | Ky abhorre our ſelves more, and other 
menleſſe hereafter. 
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A 
DISCOURSE 


CONCERNING 


PURITANS. 


w Tis a common Maxim among Politi- 
ciavs, that a State is maintained by Ac. 
cuſations, but ruined by Calumnies: avd 
> therefore (faies Marqueſſe Malvezzs 
Happy ſhall the SwbjeB be of that wiſe 
Prince which comntenances Accuſations, 
and checks Calummics: for the ſuffers 

' of efcenſationr to obfblorguie, auf 
Calummies to get footing , bath brene the encreaſe of manſlangh= 
ter, aud the continnance of enmity in all ages, Many 
that nothing which is done would be knowne, if this meanes 
of diſperfing privic alumoious ſpeeches were not uſed, where. 
as lirtle is knowne becauſe itis ied x fo conſtantly 
affirmed fortruth, ſometimes decervs when it does nor, 
but is knowne to be falſhood, yer it to ſome {uſpenfion 


of judgement , arid makes us yeeld ſome way cyen-co- that 


which we belkeeve not. This is moſt apparant at this day in 
| A 3 this 
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this Kingdome inthe Caſe of Puritans, for did accuſation and 
legal! procefſe take place, few crimes would beproved againſt 
Puritans, and did not maliciouscalunmmny prevaile, as few men 
would be proved Puricans, whereas now nothing is fo mon- 
firous,which is not branded wpon Puritans, and no man is fo 
innocent 88 toeſcape that brard, Sogreatalſo is the audacit 
of thoſe which lacerare the fames of Puricans, and with ; 
much cor fidence doe they vent thei» obloquies, that they 
which know the falſity chereof, and eafily perceive that the 
ſame aſperfions are more truely due to the Autors and raiſers 
ofchem, yet theyare dazcled, and driven to ſome doubtfull 
adminiancethereof, Neither could this audacity be ſo preya- 
lent amongſt the vulgar, burchar Scholars, and the greateſt of 
the Clergy are now become the moſt injurious deteſters and 
depravers of Puritans, having cake up in Pulpits and: prefles, 
almoſt as vile and ſcurrilous a licence of fiction and derrach- 
0n,as is uſuall. in Play bonſes, Tavexns,and Bordelloes, Souke 
men divide generally all Proteſtants into Puritans, and Anti- 
puritans, bur I ſhall admit of ſubdiviſions in both, for all men 
are not alike, which-cither affeR or dilaffeR, cicher Purieaps 
or Antipuritans, Antipuritans I (hall chus divide, Some Ag- 
tipuricans are fo tearmed, becauſe they are no # urieans;bur 
ſuch 1diſlike nor, for [my ſelf amneither the one por ocher, 
Ineither merit the name of Purican, neicher doe 1 hatertieqn 
$o as to proteſſe my felf an Antipuriran, -d* 

- Others are accoumed Antipuritans, becauſe they zeofthe 
Rocniſh Religion, and ſo profeſle themſelyes, but their enmity 
is bur a due antipachy, andas aneceflary conſequence of their 
Religion,and ſuch I take no norice of, I chink Puritans expeR 
no ocher fromchem, Others again there are which are yery 
averſe from ſome Puriranicall s and hold Puritans in 
very many things erroneous, bur yer ay mean well them- 
ſelves, and bear no hatre«to the perſons of Puritans, they al- 
low Puricans _—_ oO Cp—G 
faith, they hold diſſent in diſputable things no ground 
malice, and rhey atcibuce no infallibility anagy” * 
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thoſerhings wherein they diffenc : from theſe men Iam bur 
little removed; The worſt fort of Ancipurnans,- and they 
which ought onlyto be fo called, arechey which birterly hate 
and perſecure many good men under the name of Puritans, and 
many goods chings in thoſe which are Puritans, whoſe antip2- 
thy is to mens perſons,as well as opinions, & in opinions thoſe 
which are ſound,as well as thoſe which are erroneous. Theſe 
areche Antipuritans which 1 ſhall now ſtrive to dere, whom 
I'now hold to be of gre2t number and power inthe State ar 
this day, whom we may account the chiefeſt cauſers,and pro- 
curers of all thoſe miſchiets and plagues which now incumber 
both Church and Commonyealth, and to be guilty of all 
thoſe crimes, which falſly they charge upon Puritans, being 
thereinlike Ce/arrcnemies which therefore onely hatred him, 
becauſe chey had deſeryed hatred from him. By ſuch Antipuri- 
tins is all loye to goodnefle and zeal to the Proteſtant Reli= 
giot,and all hattedof vice,and diſlike of Popiſh Superflition, 
brought into contempt. For as they, admit all true of Puri. 
tavs which PapiſtsobjeR againſt Proteſtants, fo they account 
all Proteſtatits almoſt (beſides their own faftion ) Puritans, By 
ſuch is the Religion of the Score made ridiculous;by ſuch ische 
amitic of the two Nations,and therein rhe Honour and fafery 
of the King,his Crown, and Progeny endangered, Py ſuch is 
Calvin ,& the ReformersofourRejigion for hearkning therein 
to Calvin, traduced, and ariorher reformation attempted; by 
ſuch is Antiquity prefertedroobſcore Scriprure, Uniformiry ic 
Ceremoniests the diladvantape of anity in hearts ; by ſuch is 
the outſide and walls of Rel:gion trimmed and decored, 
whil@ the ſoule theteof is negleRed and defaced ; by ſuch is 
the Kings heart lolne from bis SubjrAs, andthe Subjease 
firanged fromthe Kiog + by ſuch is the Name of Royalty pre- 
tended whilſt # Papall Hierarchy, ovely is intended; by ſuch 
is difſention noutiſhed in the State, chat they may fiſhin trou- 
bled waers: by ſuch is eruch iv other men Ryled faRion, and: 
faQion inthetnſtlves Riyled truth 5 by ſuch are innovations 
| ; &rines 
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Acines inother men are prohibiced. In the power of ſuchic 
now reinaines to teach and publiſh all things conſonant to 
theirowneends, and roquaſh and filence all gainfayers, and 
either to promoce or detrude all Suiters for preferment at 
their diſcretion being abſolutely poſſeſſed of Preſſes, Palpits, 
and th: cares of great men; by ſuch are many good men revi. 
led and oppreſlzd for their conſtancie to the tru2 Religion, 
whilſt many iaRiou:, ſ:mipopiſh Dunces are unduly prefer- 
red every whete for nentrelicy in Religion, or ſome worſein- 
novation ; by ſuch are Puritans made as Sinks and Sewers to 
unl-de anddiſcharge their own filch into, whilſt their black 
railing tongues expume nothing agaioſt Puritans, but what is 
true ofthemſelves, Theſe things ( if 1 am nor deceiyed ) will 
appearein this enſuing diſcourſe, 

In all ages true Religion hath been odious among Hea- 
theas,and true devotion amongſt Senſualifts, Judaiſme appear» 
edto Painims meer Superſtition : Chriſtianity ſcemed to the 
Jewes grofle blaſphemie : and now amongſt Chriſtians Prote- 
Rannime is nothingelſe bur Herefic : and among Proceſtants 
Zeal is miſnamed Puritaniſme ; Bur inthis word Puricaviſme is 
a greater myflery of defamation then ever was before, itma 
well be called B4vc # Zane, it isa word of depravation, 
onely ſor theſe times, wherein the ſhine of the Goſpel watthe 
brighteſt, aud che malice of Satan at the higheſt, This word 
ſpruvg up almoſt with the Reformation, no ſooner had the 
woman brought forth, butthe Serpent purſued her to deyoure 
her iſſue, and (he being fled into the Wilderneſſe, this (treame 
of infamy was ſpued forth atter kerco overtake her, 

The Biſhop of Downe in Ireland, in his Vification ſpeech 

I6 3 8. endeavours to make it credited, that Puritans have 
increaſed ſince the Reformation by degrees, both in number 
and malice:but the contrary is moſt apparently true, 

Diſſent in Eccleſiafticall Policie about Ceremonies and 04 
cher ſmaller macters, being not of the ſubſtance of Religion, 
firſt gave occaſion to raiſe this reprochfull word Puritan in the 
Church: bur fince that time mens minds being beer ſacisfi- 
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ed,and peace being more firmly ſerled abour thoſe indifferent 
chings, the more few Puricansremayned , and the more mo. 
derately thoſe few became inclined,the more furiouſly their ce. 
nemics raged againſt them, Baſtwick, Prin, and Burton ,the 
onely men which Law can take hold of, are Names now as 
horrid inthe world, as Garnet, Fanx,Ravilliack, Preciſians 
have now wonne the Scene from /eſmites : Poyſoning of Em» 
perours, maſſacring of Provinces, blowing upof Patlianents 
are all now grown into obliv.on, and drown'd in the Ruries of 
Ceremeny-haters, Howſoever as amongſt Antipuritans, (© 
amongR Puricans ( it mult be confeſſed) there are ſome diffe. 
rencesto be obſerved. Some Puricans think all Puritans alike 
to be loyed, and all Antipuricans alike to be hated, but ſure 
chere is truer affinity in minde between ſome which are Puri- 
tans,and ſome which are not,then between ſome Puritans and 
others, or ſome of the contrary opinionand others. Pax/ un» 
converted equally oppoſes Peter as Simon Magi does, and 
in regard of this yur ſition, both are unanimous, but c yen 
in chis oppoſition both have their oppoſite ends, Magn oppo. 
ſes maliciouſly for ambicion and lucres ſake , but Paw igno- 
rantly ſceking thereby the ſame Gods Honour whom Peter 
ſervesin a truer way. Therefore in regard of the mayne end , 
there is more unity and conſent berwixt Paw! the perſecuter, 
and Petey the perſecuted , then berwixt Paw and Mage, 
though both perſecuters of the ſame cauſe. The like is now 
viſiblein £ugland, for every man which is an Antipurican is 
not (o for the ſame Reaſons, ſome have more of malice, others 
are more ignorant, ſome are peftilent Engineers, and through 
the fides of Puritans knowingly Rab ar purity it ſelf, others are 
but Engines mifimployed, or by their owne blind zeal miſled, 
and theſe perhaps whilſt they perſecuce Gods children, im» 
gine they doe God a gratefull ſervicetherein, 
In Seweris, from anunkindly mixture of 1/raelites and. 


: Hriaxs, a firange encoxa Of-ſpring different in Religion 
: frombothdidariſe; andthe like is now in England, nay, it 
| maybefaidhere(asit wasin Conflantine; cn] moves 


— 


—_— ——_ 


414 hrs Os $6h'>. a 


_— 


=_ PI nnd CO nY 
- 


(8) 


almoſt as Religions as Opinions, and as many Opinions 
as Men, Papiſts have their differences, Proteſtancs theirs , 
therefore needs muſt there be many more differences where 
Papifts and Pcoteftanrs live ſo confuſedly blended cogerher, 
Por examples ſake, how wm differences have we even abour 
indifferent Ceremonies; and that meerly a Poteftants ? 
Some men loarh Ceremonies out of Antipathy to Popery, 
which too ſuperfiitiouſly extols them; others againe admire 
them for Antiquities ſake, which before tmaocently 
( yea, and perhaps 
Goſpel ) uſedthem. ewoſorrs of men, | 
are not dangerous. Again, ſorne men are thoughe to difreliſh 
Ceremonies out of Rlomack to that authoricy which com» 
mands them; bur if there be any ſuch, Ithinke they arevety 
few,and ſcarce vifible —_— of man. Others. on the con- 
erary give reverence tothem for Poperies ſake, which depends 
ſo much upon them; and Ifeare there are many ſuch 
us. Again, ſome men ſtand deyored to Ceremonies, as they 
are the lighteſt things of the Law 2 like the Tyrhers of Mint 
and Annis in the Goſpel, embracing theminſtead of weightier 
matters, andnone are more unmercifull then theſe ro ſcrupu- 
lous minded men, Others in the mean while account all 
thingsof the ſame moment, both greatand ſmall, pretending 
to ſpice ſome faults, and ſome truthson either fide, and there 
fore they hold ic indifferent to aſſent ro either, or difſent from 
either in any point whatever,Burt the wiſcſt ſore conceive there 
may be errours on borh fides, but not alike grofſe and perni- 
cious, and therefore ſucheſchew the wroag, and apvly chem- 
ſelves tothe right in either fide, yer neither honour, nor de. 
ſpiſe either fide alike, And theſe ioftances ſhew that all men 
doe not profeſſe, or condernne Puritaniſme alike, or from the 
ſameends, and yerinthe Chaos of this Countrey, as things 
nowfſland,: | ME ORTETY: | 
Frigida cam (alides pugnant, bumentia feels, | | | 
| olincum toric fo pendere binwavadia.. 1 © 
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1 could wiſh therefore that all well meaning men would 
take notice of cheſe chings, andaffet by reaſon, not paſſion; 
for fince ſome good men are Puritans, and nor all, and fince 
ſome 11] men are Puritans, and notall, this ought not co be 
arule ofloye and hatred in all caſes alike, That which is moſt 
objeRed to Puricans,is fury, faRion, and hypocrifie : if 1 ſee 
theſe ina man reputed no Puritan, yer to me He is a Puritan : 
and if I (ce not cheſe in a manrepured a Puritan,as ro me He is 
po Purican, 

If Gracehbns be inveRive againſt Sedition, I cenſure him 
by his aRions, not by bis words, and if Cato be accuſed of 
murioy, I cenſure him by himſelfe, not by his accuſers, 1 con- 
demne nooe meerely becauſe condemned by others ; for it is 
uſuall for the Wolte to fir on the Bench and condemne the 
Lambe at Bar, for that which is moſt proper to the Wolte 
moſt uanaturalltothe Lambe, and yer this the Wolfe 
the more a Wolfe, and the Lambe the more a Lambe. 1 
cannot but profeſle ir, there is nothing more ſcandalizes me 
atthis time,then to ſee Puricans being ſo few in number, ſo de» 
ſpicable in condition, fo harmelefle in example, fo blameleſſe 
in opinion, yet ſentenced and condemried in judgement, as if 
they werethe greateſt Incendiaries, and the only Innovators 
in the Chriſtian World. DoRor Heylin a violent pamphlecer 
againſt Puritans, calls Barton the great Diftator of Puritans, 
and the Law hath paſtupon him with leverity, yet Bur- 
89xs crime was that He wrote againſt A/tar-worſeip, and it 
was adjudged that his flyle was {edicious, It is cot manifeſt 
that his intention was ſeditious therein, and if it was fo, it is 
manifeſt that He was moft yaine and abſurd therein as out 
State is noweftabliſhe, and as our King is generally revered, 
They which pretend great danger cothe Kiog likely to enſue 
our of ſuch paper machinations as theſe, may have three miſ- 
chieyous cndsthercin. Firſt,that they may be thoughc the only 
ſolicizous men of the Kings ſafetje, Secondly, that they may 
diſparage the common peoples leyaltic. Thirdly, thar-they 
may cruſh theis adverſe Puritanicall party ; but,ir is —_— 
B y 
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they which pretend moſt davger hereby to ce King : doe 
leafs believe theidplves, and USrefors they doe fointine affr- 
Aion and divifiogour of the ſufferiogs of Buyton &c. which 
his attempts could never have effected, 

My Lord of Canterbury inall his inveQtives againſt Puri 
tanifine, ever made fuy and turbulence che ground of all his 
hatredand comity 2gaiult it,and yer ler the whole world judge 
if the earth ever brought torth any thing more furious and 
turbulent then himſelf, Ar th: ſame time whilſt he adjudges 
torture to that incendiary Barten,&c, tor writing a Pamphlec 
againſt Altars, &c, He himſelf is bufie in ſowing the Dragons 
xeeth ( | may ſay che greatred Dragons teeth) all over England 
Scotland, and Ireland,and putting all che three Kiogdomes in- 
ro a poſtureof warre, that like earthen veſſels they may be 
daſhed to peeces byygonfliRing one againſt the other, To 
who can it becredible that Burton quill ſhould blow the 
flame of warre amorigt Nations ſo combined in ſpirituall, 
carnalland poliicall conſanguinity z noder the proteRion of 
{ peaceful a Prince, in ſuch Halcyoneandayes of tranquilli- 
tie, when even my Lord of Canterbury himſelf with all his 
ill accomplices at home, and Spaniſh, ſralian, French confede- 
rates abroad, ought for ever to be admired for his pteyalence 
in chat yaſt ſtupendious diſſervice > Howſoever, as the times 
lately were,we beheld ſedicion grievouſly vpbraided, and pu. 

© niſhed in Barton by my Lord of Canterbury, and char old 
verie applyed as a proverbe : ; 


"a 
Qui tulerit Gracches de ſeditione loqgwentes ? 


Bur ics no wonder that Burton ſhould be an incendiary in thas 
mouth, wherein Ca/vin was a knave, Good God, could he 
iok the Reformed Religion any thing elſe buc knavery , 
hen he calls Gods moſt ified and beſt infpired iofliu» 
of Reformation Knave > Becauſe God dorh not now 
k by miracles, as he did inthefitſt plantation of the Goſ- 
; are nottheretore his works av facred, and his inſtrumencs 

as. 
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as yenerable > And fince the Redemption, what work hath 
God ever performed morenoble, and for eyer to be exalted 


thenthe Reformation? for what was that worke, but a reyi- 
ving of IDS = EG reftauration - of en buried 
Goſpel a us? andinthat glorious worke who was an. 
ted by God for a more egregious chargethen Calvin? Is 
it not therefore the ſame {in in kinde if notin degree ſoto con 
ſpurcate and defile this bleſſed meſſenger of this bleſſed ti- 
ings with impure termes of _— as it was toaſcribe the 
—_ of our Saviour to Bee/z#bub? O the execrable gall of 
that breaſt, and venome of that congue, which through the 
ſides of Calvin did firive to defame the moſt gracious ſervices 
of Calvin, nay that moſt pure aud fiery Spirit of God him- 
ſelfe, which enabled Calviv for thoſe fervices! Needs muſt 
he hate and proſecute all Puricans wifltfoever, and rejeR 
and diſreliſh all things whatſoever in Puritans, which is ſo ma- 
liciouſly —_—_ Calvin himſclte meerly becauſe Puritans 
have him in ſo high eſteeme, for that holy Spirits ſake which 
refed ſo war upon him. | 
Butler us alietle farther ſearch into the myfterious abuſe, 
and miſapplication of this word Puritan, Thoſe whom we 
ordinarily call Puritans are men of fri life,and preciſe Opini- 
ons,which cannot be hated for any thing bur their fingulariry 
in zeale and pietic, and certainly the number of ſuch men is 
too ſmall, and their condicion too low, and dejeRed : but 
they which are the Devils chief Artificers in abuſing this word 
. when they pleaſe, can ſo ſtretch and extend the tame, | that 
ſcarce any ciyill honeft Proteſtant which is heatty and truers 
his Religion can avoid the aſperſion of it, and when they bit a- 
gaine, they can ſo ſhrink it into a narrow ſenſe, that it ſha 1 
ſcem to be aimed at none -bur' monſirous. abominable Here- 
tickesand miſcreants, Thus by irs latitude ic rikes generally, 
by irs contraQion it pierces deeply, by its confuſed application 
it deceives inviſibly. Small ſcruplesintitle mee to the name of 
Puritan, and then the name of Puriraninticles me further te 
all miſchiefe wharſoever- > 1 400199700 
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The Scotsriſe up againt Epyſcopacie, itis queſtioned by 
ſome, whether they ſo riſe up, for the good of Religiov, or for 
the overthrow of wholſome Diſcipline, 

Auſwer is ſoone made, that Epiſcopacie cannot be unplea- 


'{fing to any but Puritans, there is no opinion can ſmellſtron 


of Puritaniſme, then that of a Church parity, and of Puritans 
what good can be expeRed? bat the Scots allo defire redrefſe 
ia ocher grievances, and heretheir intentionis againe queſtion- 
ed, Anſwer isas ſoone made again, That the Scots being decla- 
red open Puricans,they muſt needs be enemiesro Monarchicall 
government ,and that no redrefle can ever ſarisfie them, bur ſuch 
as ſhall debaſe royall dignity, and eftabliſh a popular rule a- 
mong them. Bur ſome of the Scots in ſome aRions doe very 
much miſdemeanethemſelves, and here it's thought by ſome , 
that this ought not to redound tothe prejudice, or blame ofthe 
whole Nation: but firaitthe Antipuritan Reps in againe with 
anſwer to the former purpoſe, that the ſame faRtion which 
makesthem all Puricans, makes them all mutiners, and that 
there is no truſt to be given, nor favour ſhewed to any whoſe 
yery teligion is diſobedience, Other the like examples may be 
in. Parliaments of late ia Ewgland have beene jea- 
lous ofreligion , this laudable Zeale made them at firftcome 
into contempt as Puritanicall, and then che impuration of pu- 
ricaniſme made this laudable Zeale contemprible ; and fo by 
d ,as any gens might be charged upon Puritans,as 
difbedience,and ilaffetion roMonarchy,ſonothing could be 
charged bur ing from Puricaniſme, Some ſcru 

opinions make Say, Brooks, &c. Puritans, Puritaniime inferres 
ther mutiners, mutioje makes allchat they can doe or fay, 
all chatthey forbear to doe, or ſay,it makestheir =y ts 
wicked and perverſe, Thus wee ſee what a confuſed i re 
there is in this infamous terme of Puritan:but wee will yer fur. 
cher evidence by plainc inſtance how broad the devils nec isin 
the yaſt application of this word,and how deep his pit is by its 
abominable fence, and the nacure of its importance, that we 
may the better diſcoyer thar ner which.intangles ſo mate 
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ſbun that pit which ingulphs ſo ſure. Puritans (a5 I ſaid before) 
were at firſt Eccleſiaſtical] only, ſocalled becauſe they did no: 
like a pompous or ceremonious kinde of diſcipline in the 
Church like unto the Romiſh : burnow it is come about, thar 
by a new enlargement ofthe name,the wot'd isfullof nothing 
elſe bur Puritans, for befides the Puritan in Church policie, 
there are now added Puricansin Religion, Puritans in State, 
and Puritans in morality, By this means whole Kingdomes 
are familiarly upbraided- with this finne of Puritaniſme : As 
for example, All in Scor/and which wiſh well to the Coye. 
nant, though ſome Papiſts,ſome Courtiers, and almoſtall the 
whole body withoutexception have now declared themlelyes 
for it, yet all theſe are manifeſt Puricans,So alſo in Exglend, all 
the Commons in Parliament, and almoR all the ancient impar- 
iall cemporali Nobility, and all ſuch as favour and relliſh the 
late proceedings of both the houſes, which is the maine body 
of the Realme, Papiſts, Prelates and Courtiers excepted, nay, 
and irs |:kely all Scorland,and more then halfe /reland, all thele 
are Puricans- They which deprave this great Councell of the 
Kingdome , ſi tothe King that the major pu is gull*'d 
and dorde by the Puritan Party; but thisis only becauſe they 
are aſhamed to ſpeake it our openly in grofſe termes, chat all 
the major and berter part in the Court of Pailiament is Puri- 
eanicall, Bot this ſuggeſtion is utterly falſe and impollible, for 
ſuch as the major part in Parliament is, ſuch ate choſe that 
choſe them and ſent them thither, and ſuch are thoſe that now 
#pprove their ations there, and both inthe cleQtions of Par. 
laamentmen, and in the conſultations of Parliament affaires, 
the Kings party is as wiſe,cautious and vigilant ( if not more ) 
as the other party,and no ſubtcilty could circumvent or chear 
them our of cheir yores, if che Paricans were ſo ſmall and in- 
conſiderable a fide,as now they make ther, No man of what 
capacity ſoever can admit this; it is to all undeniable, that the 
blame of a Parliament, is the blaze of a whole _ 
Bur I returne to my Ecclefiaſticall Puritan, Though it be 
true that Eccleſiaſtical Puritans _ 72 now, Co 
9 3 rc 
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fore they have been, yet it is as true thar Ecclefiaſticall purira- 
niſme is made a larger thing by farre then it was, being now 
ſpread abroad like a nerto eaſnare the more, asour many late 
additions \and innovations teſtifie, which have crept into the 
Church{ as may be feared ) for the vexatioa and moleſtation 
of ſuch men, as were not diſquieted with former ceremonies, 
It is generally ſuſpeQed, that our Prelates haye aimed at rwo 
things in che novelties which they have lately induced into the 
Church ; firſt, the ſuppreſſionof thoſe which are enemies co 
their pride, avarice, and ambition, by them tearmed Puricans: 
ſecondly, theirowne further eaſe, promotion, and advantage, 
Both theſe ends ſeeme to beleveld at in ſanRifying the Altar, 
and unſanQifyiogthe Lords day, in advancing auricular con- 
feſſion, and corperall penances by externall mortifications, and 
crying downe _— preaching ; for if we marke it, 
theſe new DoArines doe not onely ſerve to terrific and ſcan- 
dalizerenderconſciences, and thereby to deprive, and filence 
many painfull good Miniſters, and to ſcare away into forreign 
Plantations whole troups of Laymen,and to inwrap the reſt in 
oppoſition ; bur each of theſe ines beſides hath a further 
reach in it of benefit to the Clergie, The Communion Table 
hath lately gained a new Name, anew Nature,a new Poftuce, 
a new Worſhip that Emperours and Kings may be brought 
againe totake notice how far the perſonsand offices of Priefls 
excell in ſanRity the perſons and offices of Princes, 
within one hundredyeares after Prelacic began to arrogate to 
i ſelſe, was preſently raughe this leflon, for takiog his ſeat in 
the Chancell according to the Eafterne and ancient faſhion, a 
Deacon wasſent to him in great ſtate, to let him underſtand 
that none but men in boly Orders might preſume to ſet their 
feeronthat ſacred ground. This was then the Biſhops Law, 
not the Expperours, nor knowne in any other of bis Domini. 
ons, bur 7rely onely ; bur ſure i was firdiſcretion, that much 
ſhould be aſcribed by Biſhops to char place, from which they 
were togerive much, and which would be ſure to repayrtheir 


homage with ſogreat an advancage of homage back againe, 
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Preaching is now alſo grown coo burthenſorne, and the Lo cds 


' Dayto Piieſts according to that ſanity which Puritans al- 


low it, it requires too much praying, preaching, finging, which 
arenotonely tothem tedious, but alſo apt means toencreaſe, 
and foment Puritaniſme amongſthe people, Auricular Con- 
feſfion allo isa godly deviſe to brirg the Laity into ſubjeRion, 


' andeomake the people bow before the power of the Keyes, 


and it may aptly torce the conſciences of Kings themſelyes to 
feare the ſcourges of gowned men. Adde laſtly Mr. Fats his 
bodily mortification to Mr. Sparrows confeſſion, and then 
Laymen will be ſoone 'inured againe to finde our the fitteſt 
penances, eſpecially Prerbyters, & 4ris advolvi, and foin 
time their purſes, their bodies, their cooſciences ſhall all bee 
made ſenfible of the ſpirituall Sceprer of Priefts, 

Its no great wonder then if our Court Divires, and their 
dependents doe what they can to draw us neerer dayly to- 
wards Popery,under ſhew of Antiquity,Lniformity and Cha- 
rity,for ( wichout all doubt}) of all Religions, Popery is the 
moſt beneficiall ro Prieſts, molt tyrannous to Laymen. Nei- 
ther is ir range tharchey precend ſo much zeale and deyoti- 
on to the Kings Crowne and Prerogative,as things now tat d 
in Ewgland,as if none truly affeRed the ſame bur themſelves, 
for itscleare, tharrhey carinor ſubjeR rhe _ bue by the 
King,nor the Kin whhoue the people :' and fo _—__ they 
Rand poſſeſſedotthe Kings good opinion, no man ſhall haye 
powerto confute them, 

King /awe1is a great inflance for Antipuritans, atd a great 
proptothe Fpiſcopall Cauſe, irs alleadged of dimrhat Hee 
hated Puritans for their hatred to Epiſcopacie, and loved E- 
pe for its amiry ro Motarchie : His Aphoriſme was, 

0 Biſhop, mo King: Let us therefore appeale from King 
Jawmrtincheir words to King lJawerin his owne, In his Pre- 
face before his B4filicen Doros his words are: The fiyle of 
pre a rh Spur, 19 that vile Soft of the Anabaptifts, 
mely ralled the ke fre Suth were Browne, Petry.. 

; are hers which participate too muchwich fer 
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baptits contemning civil Magifirates, &c. It is oncly this 
fort ; ny 1 wiſh my ſonne to puniſh in caſe they refuſe ts 
obey Law, and ceaſe not to ftirre up Rebellion, But Iproteſt np- 
on mine Flonenr, I meane it not generally of all Treachers or o- 
thers, which like better of the ſingle forme of Policie in our 
Church of Scotland, rhen of the many Ceremonies in the Chureb 
of England, which are perſwaded that Biſbops ſmell of 4 Papall 
ſupremacie,that Swrplices, Caps, bc. ave outward badges of 
popiſh errour, No, I am (0 farre from being contentions in 
theſe indifferent things, that [ doe equally love and bonour the 
learned and grave of either opinion, It can no wayes become mes 
to prouennce ſentence fo lightly in ſo old 4 controverſic. Since 
wee all agree in grounds, the bitterneſſe of men in ſuch queſtions 
doth but trowble the p:ace of the Church, aiid give ad to 
Papiſls by our diviſion, Theſe werethe words of that 
peacefull, juſt Prince upon his ſecond thoughts: © that 

werenowduly pondred, and taken to word for word! 
© chat they were eſteemed, and underſtood in their owne 
weight engage us, that they might reconcile our dif- 
ferences, and that the ſame peace which followed hira to his 
glorious ths, one blefſe theſe our times! © how con- 
trary are theſe mild wordsto the unnatural ſuggeſtions of An. 
tipuritans! Such as daily accuſe all good men for Preciſians, 
and all preciſe men for Puritans, and all Puritans fer the onely 
Firebrands of che World, thus arming the King againſt bis Sub. 
jeQs, and by conſequence raifing SubjeAs againſt the King ; 
Puritans here are deſcribed both whar _ are,and what they 

ac” ape! 


ſelfe plainely and definitely, A Puritan poſitively in Kiog - 
5 his Go hich imitates Anabaprifls rebellion 
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As for theſe which relliſh not Biſhops and Ceremonies or the 
Engh(s Policie, Wiſhes themto be at peace only with thoſe 
of the oppoſite opinion, Hee himſelfe vowing equall loye and 
honour to the grave,and learned of either (ide, and not taking 
upon him to be a Judge in ſoold and difficult a controverſic; 
He onely like a ſweer arbitrator perſwades both parties to 
peace and amity, 1 wiſh our Biſhops would now itand to 
this arbitration, I wiſh they would neither condemnethe Score 
diſcipline, nor urge the &»g/3/5 ; I wiſh they would pur diffe- 
rence berweene (editious and (crupulous Puritans, and not in« 
ferre the one out of the other; 1 wiſh they would cither diſ- 
claime King lanes as a maniteſt fayourer of Pucitans, or elſe 
imirate him in the ſame definition, and opinion ofthem, King 
James further takes notice, that the reformation in Scorland 
was far more diſorderly, then in England, Denmark 8&c.w hill 
the mayne affaires there were unduly carried by popular tu- 
mules, and by ſome fiery-ſpirited Minifters, which having gor- 
cen the guiding ofthe multicude, and finding the reliſh of go- 
vernment ſweet, did fancie to themſelves hs forme 
of policy, whereinthey were likely ro be Tribuni plebis, That 
the Crown might be difincombred of theſe uſurping ring. * 
leaders , the King adviſes the Prince to encerraine and advance 
godly,learned, and modeſt Miniſters, promoting them to 
Biſhopricks, butreſtrayningchem heedfully from pride, am- 
bition, and avarice, The(? things then are hence obſeryable, 
Firſt, Scotlend differs from England in turbulent Minifters ; 
Secondly, this is impured tothe iniquity ofthe times, not to 
Puritanifme, as if by nature the Scots were more inclining to 
Pucitaniſine then orher Nations, Thirdly, norwithſtanding 
that iniquity of choſe #mes, there was a number ſufkciene of 
worthy Minifters fit for preferrement, Fourthly, King /[ames 
eres Bi Sersin Srorland for previiar reaſons, and there= 
fore He $notof Downarks, &c. Laſtly, notwithſtanding 
that r reaſon, Headyiſesthe Prince to be indifferent 
at warre with both extreams alike, as well co reprefle Papali 
Biſhops, artocurbe proud 7 For (fayes the King ) m 
24 udMw7 
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' naturall ſickneſſes which have ever tronbled and beene the decay 


of all Churches ſince the beginning changing the Caniteftiche 
from one to another, have beene pride, ambition, and avarice : 
and theſe wrongs the overthrow of the Rowmiſh Church in di- 
vers Conntreyt, King lam:5 knew well how apt Churchmen 
had ever beene to abuſe their power and pormpe, what enc- 
mics the High-Pricfis had beene ro our Saviour, and whata 
tyranny Biſhops had erected over all Chriftendome ever (ince 
Conſtantive almo?, and therefore though he diſkkes a De- 
mociacie inthe Church, ( as Hee had reaſon) yet Hee fo li- 
mits and circumſcribes his Biſhops both in power and ho- 
nour, thatthey might be as ſenſible of their chaines and fer- 
ters, as of their Miters and Crofiers, I wiſh King James had 
particularly Fgaified what bonds and bounds Hee thought 
fitto prefixe to Epiſcopacie, to preſerve it from corruption, 
and what his opinion was of a Prelacie ſo aQRive in 
ſecular affaires as ours is now -in England, and how it 
would have pleaſed bim to ſee a Metropolitan among Pro- 
tellants almoſt a rivall co the French Cardinall, The 
wcrld, in my opinion , hath little reaſon co doate upon a 
gowned Empire, wee have all ſmarted long enough under ir, 
men of meare birch commonly beare pretermenc with little 
moderation, and their breeding having beene ſoft and effe- 
minate, in their malice and cruelty they neereſt of all ap- 
proach tothe nature of Women : andby the advantage of 
learning they extend cheir power, and win upon others more 
then they ought, 

When the Church was at firſt under Heath-n, or Jew- 
iſh Goyernours, which ſought as enemies to ruine it, nor 
as Fathers to proteR it, they which were within could not 
live in peace and unity without fome Politicall bonds, fo at 
that time there was a neceflity of ſome coercive power 
within, befides that which was without, The world'is now 
unſatisfied what kinde of power that was, whether Epiſco- 
pall or Presbyreriall, or IP or Presbytery was 
m tholc dyes, Yet me.thiaks what goyernment pom 
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then was, it. is not neceſſarily precedentary to us now, 
The Epiſcopall faRtion at this day takes adyantage by the 
abuſes ofthe Presbyrteriall,and the Presbyceriall by the E. 
piſcopall, and moſt men thioke either the one power or the 
other neceſſary, and ſome more fayour the Epiſcopall as 
K. lames,lome the Presbyteriall as M. Calvin; but ſure the 
Presbyreriallis lefſe offenſive then the Epiſcopall, and yer 
neither the one nor other of neceſſity. Kings may grant 
nſuram quandam juriſditionis either to Biſhops or El- 
ders, but the juriſdiQtion it ſelfe is their owne property, 
from which they ought not to depart , nor can without 
wrong to their charge committed to them, For the pow. 
er which God gives the Prince, is not given for his uſe 
alone, bur for the peoples benefit , ſo that fince He cannoe 
let it fall co decay without makiog ic inſufficient for 
good and entire goyeroment which is miſchievous tothe 
people, he cannot juſtly lefſen it at all. And it is manifeſt 
thatexcept one ſupreme head be alone in all cauſes as well 
Ecclefiaſticall as Civill, humane nature muſt needs be de- 
Kicute of thoſe remedies which are neceflaty for its con- 
ſeryation, fince power cannot be divided, but it muſt be di- 
miniſhed to him which ſuffers that diviſion, and being di- 
miniſhed ir proves inſufficient. All confefle ſome go- 
yernment neceſſary for men in holy Orders, to whom the 
power of the Keyes belongs , but ſome account Prin. 
ces but as meere Temporall or Lay perſons, and therefore 
conclude againſt their authority over ſacred Ecclefiaſticall 
pm iacompetent, eſpecially in caſes meerely Eccle» 

icall, For this cauſe ſpirituall Goyvemours have ever 
beene inthe Church co whom ſome have attributed a di. 
vine right depending from none but God, and ſubordivate 
tonone but God, but this hath beene controverted by 
others, and no little debate and frife hath followed herc- 
upon. Bur it ſcemes to me, that Princes do receive from | 
God a ſpirituall Union, whereby not onely their perſons 
aredignified, and their _ prepared and —__ with 
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divine graces fic for rule; bur their funRions allo innobled 
and fanAified above aty other whatſoever , and higher 
advanced then the ſenſe of Laick or Secular will beare, 
To Princes an affiftance of counſel} is requihte in fpirituall 
as in civill affaires , but chat, that Counlzile oughtts bee 
compoſed onely of perſons Ecclefiaflicall, or that thoſe 
perſons oughe to bee inveſted with all choſe Enfignes of 
Honour and Auchoriry which our Biſhops now claime 
asof divineright, ſcemes nor neceſſary . Clergy-men are 
not alwayes the moſt knowing in all Ecclefiatticall caſes, 
neither are they at all indifferent and impartiall, in many 
which concerne their owne honour and profit, ( as the 
world feeles to hisregrer) therefore for juriſdition they 
are not the moſi comperent. Burt be they of what uſe ſo. 
ever, they may ſtill remaine ſubordinate, and at the Prin. 
ces eleftion, aad admitted of ad confiliwns ſolum, not ad 
conſenſum , and it had beene happy for all Chriftiavstheſe 
many hundred yeares by-paſt if chey had not beenfurther 
hearkned to, The Sacerdorall funRion'is not at all diſpa- 
raged by this ſubordination, for whether the order of 
Princes be more ſacred chen that of Biſhops, or not, it is 
allone to Prieſts, for an obedience chey owe, and muſt 
pay, be irto the one Order or the other. Our Biſhops at 
thisday ftand much upon their Divine right of Juriſdi- 
ion, and they referzheir Ryle co the providence #God 
mmediatly, not to the grace of che King : and'thowgh in 
words they acknowledge 2 Supremacie of power to re 
main to the King ; yer deed I chinke they mean rather & 
priority of order, Whatſoever Supremagie they meane; 
if ic de not ſuch as makes chem meerely ſubordinace, and 
dependent, forhat the King may limit, alter, 'or extinguiſh 
theirjuriſdiction, as far as He may to his civill Judges, they 
d:rogate much from his Kingly office, 
Biſhops for their claime of Juriſdition ought to 

that they alone did exerciſe it over all in all cauſes from 
our Szyiours dayes, till theentranceof Chriftian Princes : 
and 
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and that being cleared, they muſt further prove, that thoſ@ 
: ciines alſo are leading, and precedentary to ours, In both 
' theſetheir proofes are lame , eſpecially in the larter ; for 


neicher is the power of the Keyes the ſame thing as Juriſ. 
diQtion , nor is juriſdition now as it was inthe Apoſtles 
dayes, nor is che State of the times now the ſaine as 


' then, 


In thoſe dayeseither Chriſtians were to implead one an. 
other before Infide) Magiftrats whatſoever the caſe were, 
criminall or civill , ſpirituall or temporall , or elſe they 
weretoereR ſome tribunall in the Church , or elſe they 
were to await no juſtice ar all : and becauſe ſome judica- 
ture within the Church was moR fic, therfore Chriſt him 
ſelfe according to the exigence of thoſe times, did endow 
his Church with a divine Oeconomy, which was partly 
miraculous,and of uſe then but not now, The Spirit of God 
did then internally incite ſuch and ſuch men at ſuch timgs 
to refide and prefide in ſuch & ſuch places ; and ſome of the 
Apoffles at ſome times could judge by inſpiration withoue 
proofs and allegations, and could execute fenrence of death 
or other ſpiritual puniſhment _=_ ſecret hypocrites, not 
intrenching npon remporall authority, but mcheſe times 
this diſcipline is uſelefle, and therefore decayed.Wharſoever 
the offenee then was, what injury or treſpaſle ſoever be- 


| ewrintbrother and brocher, the ondly remedy was Dic Ec 


clefie, and yet that precept ſerves as firong for temporall 
as ſpirituall rreſpafſes, fo thar it exnnor be enforced now 


to continue, tmlefſe wee meane rodrowne all remporall - 


aothoriry, As for the cxtent alſo of ſpirituall power in 


thoſe dayes, F will onely cite a learned Politician of the 


Popithreligion : who admitting ( it ſeemed) chat the keyes 
ofheayen were giveri to Saint Peter alone, and his Suce 
ceſſours , and nor to all Biſhops and Miniſters whatſo. 
ever thus proceeds, By the Keyes given ro $, Peter many 
Holy Fathers mean, the one of knowledge,and the other of 
power, and that that power ought norto be underfieod 

C 3 unLVCr- 

G 


2p 


me AOoEer Io ATTY EET ts oor 
_— we v 5 


C0 eat is nar te on TI us ts Lines ne 


—_— 
CA an 


univerſally, but only concerning the _— of Heaven 
which is ſpirituall: for the Civill, Royall, and Temporal 
power is expreſly forbidden him by Chrift, Eyen ſo that 
alſo of knowledge,it isnot to be underſtood ofnaturall,po- 
litike,or moral! things, buc as Saiot Paw/ faith, of Chrifis 
myſteries only, 

Wherefore in matters of faith Fecleſiaſticall authority 
may approve, and Secular cannot condemne, bur in mat- 
ters of policy what all the Prelates in the World approve, 
Temporall authority may condemne, It is a great wrorg 
ro pretend, becauſe Chriſt hath given Saint Peter the cog- 
gizance and power of the Kingdome, and forbidden him 
the earthly, contrary to this precepr, to extend ſpirituall 
chingsro remporall, Saint eAwgaftine often ſaith , That 
Grace doth not deſtroy any thing in Natare, but leaveth hey 
all her owne ; adding moreover divine perfetion. The 
Temporality hath of ics owne nature, power to forbid all 
things repugnant to publike quietneſle and honeſty; and 
Chriſt came notto take away this authority from Magi- 
ſtrates, He onely addes power to his Miniſters in matters 
of faith, not knowne by nature, bur revelation, For ought 
wee know, zhis power of opening or ſhutting Heayen, 
of binding and looſing finnes was miraculous, and fo bur 
Temporary : but admit itin this Catholike Writers ſenſe, 
yer we plainly (ce, it is no prejudice at all co limic Secular 
Princes thereby. The ſame leamed Papiſt writes : That 
the Eaſteme and Weſterne Churches continued in unity 
and charity for the ſpace of nine hundred yeares after 
Chriſt, and this peace was eaſily kept, becauſe the Su- 
preme power was then in the Canons , to which all 
Churches acknowledged themſclyes equally ſubjeR. Ec-. 
cleſiaſticall Diſcipline was then ſeyerely maintained in 
each Country by its owne Prelates, not arbitrarily , bur 
abſolutely according to icall rigour, none of them 


Wm ia anothers government, No Pope of Rome 
did pretend to conferre Benefices in other Biſhops Dio- 
ceſles, 


F ( 2 3 ) 
+ ceſſes, or to ger money out of others by way of.Diſpen. 
* fations and Buls: bur when Rome beganto ſhake off all 
| ſubjeRion'to Canons, then notwithſtanding any ancient 
order of che Fathers, Councels, or Apotiles themſelves, 
| in lead of her avcient Primacy ſhe brought in an abſolute 
: Dominion, free fromany Law or Canon, and this madethe 
; diviſion. Neither could any re-union bee brought to 
' paſſe within theſe 700 yeares, becauſe this abuſe which 
cauſed the Diviſion is not remedied. Whilſt the union 
* held, Saint Pauls doftrine was joyntly obſerved, that 
Every one ſhould be ſubjeFto Princes, no man pretended to 
be free from pumſoment, Nay, andaftcr the divifion, the 
fame opinion remained, that every Chriſtian in temporall 
buſineſſes is ſubjeR to the Prince. And nothiog is more 
temporall chen offence, becauſe nothing is more congrary 
eo the Spirir. Amongſt the Greeks allo ic is till held thar 
+ Biſhops oughtto judge what opinion is ſound, what He. 
reticall, but to puniſh thoſe of hurefull opinions belong. 
eth co the Secular. 
The State of Yenice, as well as other Catholike King- 
domes, walks berween two extreams,, betweene Prote- 
flants, which haye no other ayme bur to diminiſh Eccle- 


- fafticall authority, and the Court of Rewe which hath no 


other aime, but to encreaſc it, andto make the Temporall 


her ſervant, 

Thoſe of the Court of Rowe, making uſe of Religion 
for workily ends and reſpeRts under a piricuall pretenſe, 
bur with an ambitious end and defire of worldly wealth 
and honour wou'd free themſelves from obedience due 
to the Prince , and take away the loye andreverence due 
by the people to draw it to themlelyes, To bring theſe 
things to paſſe, they have newly invented a doQtrine that 
talks of nothing but Eccleſiaſticall greatneſle, liberry, ina- 
munity,and juriſdition. 

This doftrine was unheard of, tillabour the year 1300, 
then ic beganto be written ſcatteripgly A” * 
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rill 1400, there were not written above ewo Bookes 
which treated of nothing elſe ; after this ſuch Writers in- 
creaſed 8 little, but after 1 5 6 oO, there'were ſcarce any | 
Bookes printed in /raly, but in diminution of Secular aut» 7 
thoriry and exakarion of the Ecclefiaſticall: And now © 
the people have fearce any other Bookesto read, nor have' # 
the Confeſſorsavy other doQtrine, or need any other learn- © 
ing, Hence comes this perverſe opinion, that Magiſtracy © 
is a humane invention, and to be obeyed for policy onely, © 
not for conſcience : but that every intimation of Eccle. ; 
fiaſt call petſons is equivolent to a divine precept ; there © 
want not ih 7tely, pious, learned men which hold the 
contrary, bue they arenot ſuffered to write, or print, Nei. | 
ther are forraine Books permitted, or ancient Auchours 
left ungelded of all which ſerves for Temporal! authorie | 
ty; asappears by a book printed 1607, called Index Ex- | 
prrgatorins : and Clewent the Eighth in I 595, publiſhed | 
arulein his /ndex, that all Cathohke Writers Bookes fince | 
1515, might be correted not only by expunging but alſo 
by interlining , andchis hath beene praQtiſed not | 
publikely above ſeventy yeares, Thus we finde the Court © 
of Rewer, but notthe Authors meaning, and finally , wee | 
are ſure to have no booktrue, 1 have hitherto cued this © 


4 


egregious Politician, for theſe purpoſes, 
SER, That we may ſee how eafie ir is for Clergie-men 3 
to wreſt all authority out of the ——_— hands, if © 
Princes will be ſo cafie to be hood- winkt, and deluded by © 
them, and to reſigne their judgements to them in ſuch caſes * 
a5 concern their profit and adyancement, od 
Secondly, That we may take notice how far the learn» 
edſi of Papilts rhemfelves doe diſcover, and deteR the © 
errouts and tyranny of the Court of Rewe, andthat myſti> 
call way of deceiving, whereby all hope of remedy is cue 
off, I obſerve this alſo the rather. becauſe our Prelates ip « 
England atthis day afſume to themſelves almot as vaſt and 
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verſe diſputes, and: of authorizing and publiſhing all ar. 
guments whatſoever fayouring their cauſe, as the Court 
of Reme does, 

Thirdly, chat I mightproduce the ſame Author againſt 
himſelfe inchoſe points wherein he taxes Proteftants, Wee 
will yeeld that for the fpace of nine hundred yeeres the 
See of Rowe did not uſurpe over other Sees, bur did ac- 
knowledge equall ſubjeQionto the Canons, and that the 
divifion and ſeparation ofthe Eafterne Churches happened 
when Rome arrogated above Canong; bur withall we muſt 
haye ic yeelded to us, that thoſe Canons bad been compo. 
ſed only by Clergy-men, and that in roo much favour of 
Clergy-men , and coo rmach abcidgementof Temporall 
Rights and Priviledges, and that they did concerne mat. 
cers more then meerely ſpiritual), and ſpeculative, and 
chings known by meere revelation, So that chough one 
Prelate did noruſutpe over another, yet all Prelares had 
uſurped over the Laicy from the times of Conitentixe 
almoſt. 

Ir is true, te 605 metre Biſhops before in its ye 
of perſecution, r power of pompe 2? Ir is (aj 
of Calvin, thagin regard of his ſway in Geneve, he wanted 
or ens Nameof Biſhop; and it may be ascruly 
faid of the Biſhops before Confientine, that they wanted 


/ all butthe Name, 


The power of Biſhops before the inflallment of Chri- 


” ſtianPrinces, was rather like chat of Arbitratorsthen of 
þ Judges, and thar held in all caſes alike, Ciyill avd Spiri. 


rual}; bur in caſe of diſobedience they did nor intrench ſo 
farre uponthe Lay power , as to inflict any pecuniary, or 


- corporall puniſhment, but they did deny the Sacrament, 


and eje& delinquents out of the Congregation , and this 
was thenanabſcifſion from Chrilt, being done Clave now 
errante «that is, whilft God did inſpire (according to his 
— miraculous power of bindiongand looting in- 


bly, 
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The P:ieftly funAion was then an Office, nor a juriſ- 3 
dion, of (acred {igniey,vot power : but the FunQion of | 


a Privce wasever{acred both for honour and power, for 
dignity and command. Conſtantine the Great was the-fic(t 
Prince which rooke-upon him the care and proreQtion of 
the Church, after that it had ſuffered conterypt and poyer- 
ty for 300 yeares: andnow did even that authority and 
protection ceaſe, and deyolye into his hands, which the 
poore perſecuted Biſhops had but feebly —_ before; 
but ſuch was the extraordinary indulgence of this pious 
Emperour, as well to religious perſons, as to Religion ic 
ſelfe,thar raking little notice what the Church had gain'd 
by bim as its Hcad and Governour, He heaped up greater 
Titles and Honors upon Biſhops, Archbiſhops, Patriarchs, 
and Popes, as if ſome other ſupreme Ruler more ſacred 
avd competent then himſelfe were neceſſary. Neverthe- 
l-fſe it is thought, that this was as poyſon poured into the 
Church, and not Balme, for from that very time Clergy- 
men beganto be more glorious, bur lefſe gracious, more 
rich outwardly , but more poore, and vile inwardly. 
Within little ſpace after {onftextine there was juſt cauls 
of complaint that excefſive Honours had corrupted. tho 
Church, and that Religion bad proſpered better in former 
times, when ic had wooden Chalices ard golden Prieſts, 
thennow, when & had golden Chalices, but wooden 


Prieſts, Ir is remarkable alſo, that ſoon afrer Conſtantine | 


the temporall power being too much refirained, and aba- 
fed, andthe ſpiritual] as much inlarged and exalted, the 
whole face of Chriſtendome began to be imbroyled with 
wars,and poyſoned with herefies, ſo that the Hiſtorians of 
thoſe times have almoſt nothing elſe co wrice of but . the 
forcible iavefling and devefting by armes of ſuch Bi 

and Pattiarchs, and of the oppoſitioas of ſuch and ſuch 
Councels and Synods, and of che Appeals, Jars, Schiſmes, 
Excommunications, and Commotions of ſuch, and ſuch 


Pricfls, and Monks. Nay, ſuch werethe ill effeRsofthoſe 


lt ages, 2 
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ages , which were certainly more zealous then politike , 
thatchey cannot yet be wholly retified, and purged in 
theſe our larter times , which are growne too roo cone 
trary, being more policike then zealous : Thus did the 
Church fare for goo, yeares till the Romane Biſhops 
began ro Empire above all, 'and then did the greateſt 
part of the Clergie themſelves, eſpecially Ealt from 
Italy, make their departure and ſeparation,. Neither did 
the Romiſh Vice-god after this great rent and diviſion 
in the world hang his head for ſhame, or ſceke any re- 
union by lerting fall his pompous , painted plumes, but 
audaciates himſclfe rather co mount higher yer, and to 
derrude the Weſtern Emperour quite out of the bounds 
of Italy, And in this, bis induſtry failes him nor, for after 
much bloud-ſhed in many cruell conflits Hee gaines in 
[taly a Temporall, and in all Zwyope beſides a (pirityall 
Monarchy, making a triple Mitre ſhine as gloriouſly 
upon the ſeyen-hilled City, as the Diadem had done be. 
fore, During his warres with the Emperour of Germany, 
He had other conteftations alſo with England, and ſome . 
other Pocentates at ſometimes, bur all diſmaid him not, 
only once He was heard to fay, /t was time for him to 
componnd with the Dragon, that he might cruſh the leſſer 
Adders at his pleaſure, Yet after this even this Holy 
tyranny growes tooinſolent and inſutferable, and io con- 
Fl ires its owne diſſolution, ſo that many Countries in 
e North-weſt parts lying more remote from Rome, 
quite revolt from her Allegeance, and' proteſt againſl 
her. Among thoſe other Conneries al(o leſſe- diftanr, 
which till in words confefſe her Supremacy, her Reigne 
is now bur little more|then precarious : Yexice regards 
not Buls and Anathemaes, France diſdaines a yongec 
brothers benedifion, 'and Spaizebeing honoured with the 
titleof the Popes eldeſt Son, conteffes him a: Facher bur 
imployeshim as a Chaplain, gives verball, butreapes rca!l 
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having caſhiered an unworthy Comman. 

der, gave hia leave ro ſay, that hee hed catbiered Aw. 

guſtes : and fo the Popes great ſonnes ſhake off his 

yoke by degrees, but congeale it, and give him leave to 
the hke. 

Ie is now very good policy w the Pope, not ro pre- 
tend to Temporall things a5 they fiend i» ordine , Of 
have relation o ſpiritual! things, fburracher to relinquiſh 
his right xo (pirituall things , 8s they Rand in -order 
to Temporall: it is eminent wiledome in him to for- 
beare threatning, cooring, earhng, and ſending his vidi- 
culous Epigrams , out of his owne Territories: as he 
was wont to doe : Nay, his very _laſt zofuge of ſending 
forth his poyſoning and fiabbing Minifters cannot re- 
maine in ſeaſon much !longer. But to returne 40 our 
learned Stateſman: as 'Hee jufily caxes the Court of 
Rowe, (bo Hee-unjuſily taxes Protefiants..of the 
extreme, and this will appeare out of his owne words, 
For He grants;firſtghat the Secular Magifirazes have -no- 
thing diminiſhed of thoir authoriey'by Chrifts comming + 
and it is cleare that Princes were abſolute Goyernours 
of the Church before Chriſt both -in Spiritual and 
Temparall Caſes. 

In the next p'ace He iyeelds, that the power and 
knowledge of Clergy-men , called the power of the 
Keyes, is no other bur:ſuch as Chriſt infoſes in meere 
ſupernatural! chiogs, kvowne onely 'by Faith andReve- 
htion,, not by -any -phyſicall , or Ethicall Principles; 
bur ie is cafily proved by us, that ſuch power can extent 
tono proper juriſdiRion-at all in humane aff1ires, 'but is 
a mcere ſpeculative Notion, and-ſuchwedeny nor, 


Thirdly, Hee yeelds:that in Jurifdiftion (there bee 
three things diſtin, 
Firſt, matter of Law. 
Secondly, matter of faRt.. 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, matxer of execution : whereby retribution 
is made to every fat accordiog ro Law, The firſt of 
theſe, and that in Spiritual! Caſes alone being eryable 
by Clergy=men only. Admit this and nothing followes, 
but that chivgs meercly Spirituall , are beſt knowne to 
Spirizuall perſons, there is vo power here concluded, 
As for example. In caſe of Herefie , thac 1 hold ſuch 
an opinion ,maut apprare by witneſſes and proofes , 
and hexein all kindes of witneſſes beſides Clergy. men 
are Competent. 


Next, that this opinion is hereticall , requires che 
judgement of Ecclefiallicall perſons, but it does nor 
follow, if chey be the ficcelt Judges berein , chat they 
muſt bee the ſupreme Judges herein, and nor as well 
Dependent avd Subordioate as our -Civill Judges are 
is common ations, Bur in the laſt place, that, ſach 
an/hergticall opinion, ſo dangerous and peftilenc to the 
Church and-Common-wealth .qught co bee correRedor 
eradicated by ſuch coercive force, and the raiſing of 
that faxce whereby it is-40 be (puniſhed, jisin.cthe judge= 
ment, and- in the pawer of .the Supreme Magiſtrate, 
for -wwo Magiſtrates.canoot have a Supreme power of 
the Game word, Either the Secular muſt command 
the Ecckefialtica!l, qr the Ecelebadicall muſt command 
the Secular,,as to. coorcive.pawer,or -a worſe confuſion 
then either myſt-needs follow. 


So then ,1it is the Execution of juſtice alone , which 
is eſſentiall zo the (Supreme -Governour , Matter of 
Law.requires 4 + Gauoſellour , Matter of fat a wit- 
nefle; Matter: of Execution alone jocimaces a Prinee, 
and that Prjncipelicy cannot bee divided betwixe «wo 
perſays. of a Teyera!l, nature. 

From, hepge: then it a plainely that no Catho- 
like &ifirring from the — of Rowe alcribes moxe 
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to Clergy-men, then this firſt poynt of adjudging 


according to the Law of God in things Divine; and 
this implyes rather a dependent, then an independent 
condition in the judge : and in this Proteftaues joyne 
with full- conſent, Bur all this while 1 finde my felfe 
in a digreſhon: my ſcope is not to prooye that Protee 
ants doe attribute ſufficient ro Priefts, ir lies upon 
mee to prove that they actribute too rhuch -torhem,and 
herein I am to undertake not onely the Epiſcopall, but 
the Presbyteriall ſide alſo, not onely Proteſtant Pre- 
lates , but even Maſter CALvin that great Anti» 
prelate alſo, 

Divines have much erumped the World hitherto in 
not ſetting forth the true bounds and limits of Eccle. 
faſticail juriſdition , bur if I miſtake not, the fir 
power ( which they claime as moſt effentiall) they rake 
to be- the power -of the Keyes, chough they define 
not certainly , what chat is, whether a power, or Of. 
fice; or to whom belonging , or-of what extent , and 
CONTINUANCE » 

. The ſecond power which they inſiſt upon, as next 
iſſuing oue of the power of the Keyes, is in Excom- 
munication , Ordipation of Miniſters , Expoſition of * 
Scriptures,&cc, 

The third and more remote kinde of cauſes wherein © 
they challevge an Ecclefiaſticall power, is of ſuch as ' 
concerne | Matrimonie , Teftaments , Herefies, Fafts, | 
Tythes, and Immunities of Clergy-men,&c, And fur- 
ther doubtleſſe they would proceed , but that theſe fa.. © 
your ſo much of the Temporality , and diſcover their © 
trumpery ; bur I have faid, if in all theſe caſes Clergy. © 
men we neceſſarily more knowing and imparriall 248 
all men elſe, there- is neceſſiry of their Counſell to de- 
clare matter of Law, bur nor-of their Conſent in apply. 
ing coercive, and forcible remedies for the execution of 
Law, lhaycſaid alſo that Clcrgie: mea beipgas well Ci. 
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tizens of the Common-wealth, as ſonnes of the Church, 
and theſe Caſes importing as well perturbance of the State, 
annoyance to the Church, that there can be but one Head 
which oughtto hive command over both, and in both. Ic 
is manifeſt alſo tht many Caſes are partly temporall, and 
partly ſpiritual, and that ſcarce avy is ſo temporall , bur 
that it relates in ſome order to ſpirituall things, or any fo 
ſpirituall , bur that ic hath ſome relation to temporall 
things, ſo chat the crue ſubjeR of Ecclebaflicall and ciyill 
juflice cannot rightly be div.ded. Further, alſo ic is as 
Tanifeſt that where any doubt, rife, or uncertainty may 
ariſe berweene one JuriſdiRion and another, neither ac- 
knowledging any ſupreme power of decifion, no aſſured 
can continue, and by conſequence no ſtability or per- 
manent ſubſiſtence to either, isto be expeRed, It is natu» 
rall thereforeto be inferred, that either the Temporall or 
the Ecclefiaſticall Magittrate muſt be in all Caſes abſo. 
lutely predominant, and that fince the Ecclefiafticall ought 
not by Chriſts owne, command, therefore the Temporall 
ought, as hath been further proved by ſundry arguments, 
and Scripture proofesalledged out of this famous Politi- 
cian, . So much of the temporall power, and its neceſſary 
Supremadie ;. my endeyour ſhall be now-to maintain thar 
no Ecclefiaſticall power is at all neceflary in meere Eccle. 
faaſticall perſons, 

Maſter (alvin according to the popiſh grounds main. 
tains,that ſpiricuall juriſdiction differs from tewporall,and 
1s.not incompatible buc aſſiRant thereto, becauſe it pro« 
poſes not the fame ends, but leyerall, which by ſeverall 
meanes may be.che berrer compaſied, Buc the (pirituall 
Magiftrate(as I conceive) can propole no other end, then 
what the Secular oughtro ayme ar, tor cither the Prince 
ought to haye nocare at all of the Honour of God, and 
the good of men, and that which is the ptime meane of 
both, crue Religion, or clic his ends muſt bee the ſame 
which che Pcelate aymes at, vx. to vindicate Religion 
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by removing #nd correAing ſcandalous offenders, Se. 
condly, to preſerve the imnocene from comagion by the 
ſeparation of open offenders, Thirdly, to prevent furcher 
obduration,or to procure the amendment of ſuch as baye 
tranſgrefled by wholſome chaſtiſemens, 

This is beyond all comroverfie, as alſo that the perſon 
and power ofa Prince, are as facred to effetheſe crids, 
as the Prelates : and certainly, God did not fo fantific 
their perſons and offices for any leffe end, And therefore 
in ancietit times Holy Biftiops did preach and recom. 
mendnorhin _ ro Princes then the care of Religiow, 
thovgh proud Prelares now attogate this to there 
flves wad chovgh it be fill appartet, ay offence is 
ſo ſpiticualf, but char it is # eivill evill, as well as a ble. 
miſh to Religion { forſomuch as true Reli is the 
foundation of a State, And this could not bee, neicher 
were Pritices avſwetable ro God for rhe corruption of 
Religion, if God had not given them a ſupreme power, 
and thac effe&uall to bring all offenders whatſoever to 
confeſſion, ſatisfaRtion and contrition , or toexpell them 
the congregation by therhſelves,or their ſurtogates. 

Maſter Calvin inftances in adultery and drunkennefle, 
&c. and ſayes, Thar the remporall- power puniſhes theſe by 
external! forte, and for publicke examples ſake, a4 it con- 
cernes the State , but the Spirituall Indge puniſhvs ther 
without force internally for the of the de 
linguent, Hee might as well have named ſweating , ly. 
ing ; ftealing , murdering, and all finnes whatſoever , 
and ſo have made all men twice puniſhable , and the 
Ecclefiaſticall Courts as full of buſinefſe as the F 
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This is a way to ere reguum in reguo, and to maintaine ſuch 


concurrent juriſdi&tiong, as cannot pollibly ſtand together,for all - 


being ſabjec to ſin and offence,as well the Spirituall as temporal, 

cither the one or other mult go incl , and this may pro- 
duce diviſion,or elſe both ; and that will cauſe moſt certaine con» 

fuſion, Both ſides here ſeem ſtrangely puzled, the rigideſt of the E- 
piſcopall tation allow Princes a coercive power over Pricſts ,and 
Prelats, where they performe not what their duty is in their tun- 
ions or juriſditions, and this power requires a higher power 
of ſummoning, arraigning, and legally trying them : and yet the 
moderateſt of the Presbyteriall fa&ion would haye Princes que- 
ſtionable,tryable and puniſhable by the Spiritaalty,This is a groſk 
confuſion, which will appearc to be ſo more plainly in the ſequel; 
when it is more fully cleared, that to Princes alone God has prc- 

Ciſcly committed wtramque tubam, and utramgue tabulam too, as 

our reverend AndreWs fays. 

'Tis true, as Calvin alleadges , Princes are ſons of the Church, 
they are in it not above it : the wordintending the Church univerſall, 
ſuch as is both militant and trimmphant ; pait preſent, and future; for 
that hath n9 other head but ('briſt : to that all Princes and Prieſts are 
equally ſons : but take (hurch for ſuch or ſuch a Nationall, Local 
Church,and then the Prince ts bead thereof , under Chriſt ; and the 
Clergy are part of his charge, and under hi prote*\ion. 

The ſame man alſo may in diverſe reſpets be both father and 
ſon to the ſame man without confuſion of relations, A King, a 
Biſhop mayheare the Word, and receive the Sacrament from an 
inferiour Miniſter; a Subje& may be naturall father to his Prince, 
and in this reſpeR, a filiall ſubjeRion is due from the Superiour, 
and ſoa King may referre his own caſe to his Chancellor, yet this 
deſtroyes not the greater, higher, and more generall ſuperiwrity 
in other things, at other times. And to me it ſcemes that even in 
the exerciſe of the Keys, the Priclt officiates under the Prince, as 
the Chancellour does in matters of Law , even when the Kings 
own caſ:lyes in Indgement before him , and when perhaps hee 
makes a decree againlt his own Maſter,and con'rary to his owne 
Maſters private advertiſement : and yet the King is not properly 
either Lawyer or Theologue, though both are aftuated,and orga» 
nized as it were, by the ſoule like commanding, over-ſeeiag, and 
over-ruling of lus more ſublime an4 divine power. 

F Herein 
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Hercin the, Prieſt alſo may learne a limitation from.the Law- 
yer, for though the Iudge bee bound to pronounce right Iudge- 
ment againſt his owne Maſter, yet this holds not in all cafes a+ 
like ; uſc of his limitted condition, for in Criminall caſcs 
fach as concerne the fafety of the Kings own perſon , or the Roy- 
all dignity of his calling,thercin Indgement muſt be utterly mute. 
And therefore it is a weake argument of Maſter Calvis, though it 
be his beſt : when he inferres a neceſſity of an Ecclefiaſticall Iu- 
dicature from hence, becauſe elſe the Prince him(clfe wanting 
puniſhment , ſhould eſcape free : for the reaſon is the fame in 
matters of Law ; the King is not queſtionable , or reſponſible, 
for perſonall crimes, and yet this is held nv politicall miſchicfe. 
Beſides if the Prince ſhall not go unqueſtioned , or undiſcipli- 
ned by the Spirituall, yet the ſupreme Spirituall Magiſtrate mult, 
and this is an equall, 1f not a greater muſchiefe : for both cannot 
be equally lyable to the judgement of each other, Neither is it to 
much purpoſe that the example of Biſhop eAmbroſe ſo harſhly, {o 
- unreverendly treating pions penitent Theedeſixes, is ſocuntidently 
Cited always by cither fa&ion Epiſcopall and Presbyteriall ; for 
though the name of e Ambroſe be great, yet I will crave leave to 
ſpcake as an Advocate againſt him in the name of the Emperour 
T heodoſins, 

Reverend Sir, you take upon youto be a Tudge over me, and to 
condemne me of a bloudy Maſſacre committed unjultly at Theſſa- 
lovica, and being fo condemned.,, you proceed againſt mee 
with your ghoſtly puniſhment , ſubjeating me to your Eccleſia» 
ſticall ſeverity : Bat I pray conſider what miſchicfes may follow 
hereupon z if Emperours may be puniſhable by Biſhops, then 
common ”= requires that Emperors have the bencfit of a faire 
hearing an1 arraigninent, or elſe were their condition more miſe- 
rable than the condition of the meancſt vaſſals : for as Princes a» 
&ions are more inſcrutible, and their counſels more myſticall ; fo 
alſo their ends are for the moſt part more lyable to envy,and miſ- 
Interpretation : Itis not poſſiole for you without due diſcuſſion, 
inquiry, and examination of impartiall witneſſes, perfeAly to un- 
derltand all the true circumſtances, reaſons, and grounds of this 
my fa ; and withour this underſtanding it is not poſſible for 
you to pronounce a juſt cenſure againſt me. It's neceſhry then 
that ſome Tribunall be prepared for you, and ſome Barre for ww 
tnat 
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that upright Sentence may paſſe, and that Iuſtice m_—_ done un» 
derſtandingly, and upon this it muſt needs follow that I am your 
mecre Subje& , and muſt lay down my Scepter to bow my lk 
under your Croſier, till this difficulty be fully ended, Admit 
this alſo, and then you may uſe what procraſtination you pleaſe in 
this intricate deciſion ; or in the like manner queſtion mee of all 
other cnormitics, and {candalous deviations, which rumur,cnvy, 
or treaſon it {:1te forges againſt me; and thus ſhall I have no lea» 
ſure to judge other men, it will be ſcarce poſlible for me to acquit 
my flte in jadgment from other mn: that power which God 
bath put into my hands for the prote&ion of ſo many Myriads, 
will be utterly diſabled by that higher power which is put 1nto 
your hands over me. By the ſame reaſon alſo that I am to render 
an account to you in this place, I am to render the like to all your 
ſaperiours, cquals, or inferiours in other juriſdi&ions, of all ſins 
whatſoever, whether reall, or imputable, Ecclefiaſticall, or Civil, 
ſo that no end is like to be of my tryals,purgations, or condemna- 
tions, 

You will ay, my crime is (coſibly evident ; if I would deny 
this, you could not proveitſo; and if I would not confeſſ this, 
you could not force me, for it was a politicall thing, and farre of 
ated : and my meere confeſſion can giveto you no lurifdt '1on. 
But be my crime as manifeſt in it elſe as the diſobedience of Sas! 
was to Sammel, or as Davids murther was to Nathan, Or as Sa- 
lomons incontinence was toall the World , or as CManaſſes his 
Idolatry : yet why ſhould I fufter more than they * Wh.t new 
coercive, vindicative authority have Prieſts gained over Princes 
by Chrilts Goſpel, which the Iewiſh Prieſts never uſed,claymed, 
or heard of ? If Excommunication, &c, be now neceſlary, ſure 
it was in uſe before Chriſt ; and then we ſhould have heard of 
ſome Kings Excommunicated, &c. by ſome Pricits ; for it the 
Temporall power had not of its owne nature a competent force 
and habitude to reſtraine all things repugnant to publique quict- 
neſſe, and honeſty, a Spirituall power was neeeffary ; and 
yetwe read of none ſuch. But if there was a futhciency in tlieTeme 
porall power, as is moſt manifeſtly apparert ; then wee cannot 
imagine that Chriſt came to take away any of t!;is authority from 


Magiſtrates : but that power which he auded, was ratheran cx» 
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cellency of grace ant vertncin matters of Faith,and illumination, 
_ Tterrmbtbe aJleadged by you, that that puniſhment is meercly 
ſpiritoall, and fo no politicall cvill : for as it puts other men into 
the condition of Publicans, Heathens, and worſe ; fo it further 
yet degrades,diſables and oppreſſes Princes, How ſhall he be ho- 
norct{ and obeyed as the Vicegerent of God in all cauſes, whom 
the Layty ſes <jeRed out of the Church, and expelled out of the 
Cotnmunion ot the Faithfull , as a rotten contagious member ? 
How ſhall hee be held more facred than a Prieſt, whom the ſen- 
tence,interdiaion,and the confounding blow of a Pricits ſpiritual 
*execration,ſhallrender ſo contemptible, miſerable and abominable 
in the eyes of the world ? 

Saitt Paw! being accuſed in matters of DoArine, made his ap- 
peale to a wicked Heathen Emperor ; and yet now a Chriſtian 
godly Etnperorbeing accuſed by any Church-man, no appeale is 
allowed, though in-mecre civill accuſations. S, Peters Keyes did 
either 1ndace fone new-power not before known untothe world, 
or not ; ifit did, then our Saviours Goſpell came into the world 
to the derritment of ivill government, which is contrary to Re- 
ligion, -and all reaſon: and if nonew addition of power were 
imported, then Tiberizs himſclfe, though a Heathen, and Tyrant, 
retnaintd as abfolute as before 3 and yet in<his time there was 
more neeeſlity ofan Eccleſiaſticall judicature, than is now, But 
_- will fay, if Princes be not ſubje& to ſoine chaſtiſement , then 

ome ſcandals muſt paſſe unremediavle. Not ſo, for here God 1s 
the revenger, and ſtrikes often,as he did Vzz#ah ; but if not, yet 
either the Temporall or- Spirituall Governour muſt paſk uncha «+ 
tiz*d, which is all one ; for two Supreames cannot be,nor no en- 
tire Government without ſome ſupremacy, nor no ſupremacy 
without —_— and exemption from judgement, 

The perpetwall conflits and conteltations betweene Princes 
and Prelats, which are likely to eaſue, will ſoone cleete this; that 
"either Princes muſt at laſt ſabmit to the tribunals of Church-men, 

and raigne at their diſcretion ; or elſe Church-men mult ſubmit to 
them: For both Tribunals cannot ſtand compatible, For my part, 
I excuſe ſo grave a Father as you arc, of ambition herein; and ther- 
fore I am the lefſe cautious in ſlunmiting my £clte at this time ; 
but I concetve this DoArine may bee the ground of dangerous 
conſequences to others, and therefore I defire it _ not 
| rom 
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from mee paſſe. into a preſident for the time to come. 

Let not proud Prelatcs from this my voluntary humuliation, 
arrogate tothem'clves as if it had been due ; or derogate thereby 
from the more ſacred order of Princes : neither let Princes from 
this particular learne to yeeld to any Spirituall Monarchy what- 
ſocver. My bclicte is, that the Prince is the Head, the Fountame, 
the Soule of all power whatſoever, Spirituall, or Temporall ; 
whercin he ought not to indure at all any kind of rivality of Ec- 
Cleſialticall perſons, nor can admit of any diminution in any part 
of his Inriſd1@tion, without offence to God , dammage to his 
charge, and danger to himſelfe, So much for Theodoſius, and fo 
much for that Iuriſdi&tion, which is due to Prelats : I ſhould now 
ſpeake of the exerciſe thereof, as it is granted by the favour of 
Princes, but this is a very tender point, 

It ſeemes to ſome, that Princes ought not to incumber men in 
Sacred Orders,in any kind of judicature which is not purely ſpi- 
rituall ; nor that Prelates can accept of any Temporall imploy- 
ment whatſoever, without diſhonour to their Orders,and negle&t 
to their cure of Soules : Fhd yet now none fo greedy of ſuch im- 
ployment, A facred place may not be putto ſecular uſes,that'spro- 
phane : but a ſacred perſon may,that's honorable. 

A Bifhoprick now adayes is but a Writ of caſe, to diſmiſſe from 
Preaching,and attending Gods ſervice ; whereby the man is pre- 
ferred from the Church to the Court, from the &ltar toſome Tri- 
bunall, from Gods Spirituall to the Kings Temporall aftires. In 
the High Commiſſton, at the Conncell Table, in the Star-Cham- 
ber, and tie Chequer, Church-men are now more ativethan in 
their own Conliſtorics , and yet their ambition further aimes (as 
'tis ſaid) to the Chancery , Court of Requeſts, &c, which conld 

not chuſe but redound to the ſcandall of Religion, the obſtruQi- 
on of Iuſtice, and vexation of the SubjeR : it there were not lear- 
ned and $kiltul men cnough in Policy and Law to ſerve thee King, 
unkeſk Divinity were deprived of ave of her fullowers, there 
were ſume ſeeming umbrage why theKing might borrow gofGod; 
as in the thady times of Popery it was ufuall : whenall learning 
was as 1t were 1ingroſked by the Clergy, ant purloyned from the 
Layty : but when the clouds of univerfall Ignorance are now 
diſpelled as well from the Layty as Clergy ; now the'Clergy ate 
not {o neceflary in temporall affaires , unteſk ye judge it fit that 
F 2 Gods 
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Gods more Holy Offices ſhould be negleRed, for this purpoſe on- 
ly,that the Kings meaner bulineſſe may be worſe adminiſtred. 

The funRions of Divines are roo facred for any fecular perſon 
to officiate, and therefore it ſhould ſeeme,their perſons alſo ought 
to be too ſacred for ſecular funRions ; for it ſeemes prepoſtrous, 
that it ſhould be thought an honour to Prieſts to relinquiſh fpiri- 
tuall, and adhere to temporall imployments, Nic, Machiarell 
did obſerve that Chriſtian Religion had long ſince falne to the 
gronnd, had not the regular ſtrineſſ of poore inferiour Prieſts 
and Fryers held,and propped up the reputation of it in the world, 
as much as the Prideand Luxury of the great Cardinals, and 
Princelike Biſhops, did ſtrive to finke and demoliſh it. The ſame 
obſervation holds true amongſt us Proteſtants at this day, for the 
more our Prelats enjoy , the more (till they ſeeke ; and all our 
three Kingdomes are growne fo ſick of their Pride, Injuſtice, and 
Pragmaticall ation , that ſcarce any remedy but bloud-letting 
can cure them, Wee finde 1n Scripture the moſt High and Holy 
Offices of Religion performed by Princes, even amongſt, and a- 
bove the greateſt of Prieſts ; but wee ſcarce finde any inſtance at 
all where Prieſts intermedled with any State affiires , cither a- 
bove, or under Princes: and yet with us now the imploying and 
entruſting of Clergy-men in Temporall buſineſſes, is held as po- 
litiqueas it was in times of Popery : although no time could e- 
ver juſtly boaſt of that uſe. But to paſſe over Temporall buſineſſes, 
how violent have onr Biſhops beene in their own Canons about 
Ceremonies, and indiff:rencies ? and what diſturbance hath that 
violence produced ? They ſtrive as for the beauty and glory of 
Religion, tobring in the ſame formes of Liturgy , the ſame po- 
ſture of the Communion-Table , the ſame geſture at the Commu- 
nion, &c. in all our three Dominions ; as if uniformity were al- 
ways beautifull : and yet we ſee, all men are created with feverall 
"7 vip 66 bara complexions, without any deiormity tothe unie 
ve'ſc, 


'Tis not externall variety , but internall difſzntion, which 


ſpoyles the harmony of Religion; and diflention is more nou: iſh- 
ed by the harſhneſſe of Paſtors over their flocks eſpecially over the 
weake ones in ſcruples , than by permitting various Rites an«l 
Formes in the externall worſhip of God, Certainly, liberty and 
variety in indiffcrences, and Ceremonics is more favour 'd in 
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$c- iptore, than any univerſal] ſimilitude, or rigorous force what- 
|  ſoever,over the perplexed,anxious conſciences of weake men. We 
ſee in Scotland, where there is no Ceremonies, they enjoy that u- 
nitormity without contention, which we ayme at only,and feeke 
to purchaſe with infinite debate, and perſecution; and under their 
peace and un'ty , the Proteſtant Reiigion thrives , and Romiſh 
Superſtition utterly ceaſes : whereas under our ſtrife and -difa- 
greement , Religion and true Devotion is over-run , and over- 
grown, like Corne choaked with weeds, Nay,it is thought that 
if our Biſhops had been more gentle-handed all this while to- 
wards ſuch as dif-reliſh't Ceremonies for Poperies ſake, and had 
rather pitied themas men of tender conſciences, than perſecuted 
and defamed them, as ſeditious Puritans , theſe differences bad 
not laſted fo long : for when the Reformation was not yet fully 
— the Pxrritans of thoſe dayes were more fiery than now; 

ut not being ſo odious in the Church, lefle combuttion followed 
thereupon: whereas now they are ſo unmercifully treated,that no 
moderate complyance can ſerve the turne. 

There ſtemes now little remairiing of Paritaniſme , but the 
breathleſſe carkafſe of it, and yet till-that too be interred and con- 
ſumed, no truce can be admitted. The very ſufferings of Puritans 
now are ſufficient guilt, and imputed as theeffes of their owne 
malice , their puniſhment is argument cnough for the deſert of 
their puniſhment ; the more they have borne,the more they muſt 
now beare ; and the more they now beare, the more they ſhall 
hereafter, Fury is one of the mame things objected to Prritans ; 
but in truth, the World has not any thing more turious than ſuch 
as moſt pretend againſt them, 

Hence it 1s, that the hatred of Paritans flowes and deſcends 
from the Higheſt of the Clergy to the lowelt : and young Stu- 
dents in the Vniverfity know it now their. wiſeſt courſe to Stu» 
dy the defamation of Paritans., as the firſt and melt neceſlary 
point of their Learning and qualification, and as their ſureſt path 
to promotion. And to make their deteſtation ſure,. and them- 
{clves irreconciliable , they muſt ingage themſelves by ſome. no- 
table ſervice of novelty , quarrelling with ſome point of Prote- 
ſtantiſme, or refining ſome point of Popery ; they mult taxe Pro» 
teſt ants as ſome waycs injurious to Princes, or cxtoll Papiſts as 
zcalous obſervers of Antiquity,It muſt be maintained that royalty 
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cannot ſtand without the prop of Epiſcopacy, though ir never 
yet found greater enemy ; and that Puritaniſme only hinders the 
ſtretching of our Religion, or elſe Papiſts and we ſhould ſoon a- 
gree. Thoſe of vulgar wits which ſerve not for ſuch ſtraines,that 
they may bee redeemed from ſuſpicion of Puritaniſme, muſt do 
ſomething factiouſly, or be vitious, orclſc their hopes of preter= 
ment are almoſt deſperate. 

Charity to Papiſts, conformity to Ancient Fathers, and decent 
unifo:mity amongſt our ſelves , are the ſpecious cclours where- 
with they dreſie and deck all their pretences ; tor want of Seftas 
rics living in theſe dayes, they racke out of their tombes Hacker, 
Copinger,BroWn,&c, to uptraid us, for want of oppoſites cnow 
here 1n England, they calumniate the Scots to our diſhonor ; for 
want of true imputations, they forge any crimes how mon{trous 
foever, and their moſt furc one is, that which is moſt undiſcer- 
nible, hypocriſie. Neverthelefſe it muſt be believed that the An- 
tipuritan diſparages not our Anceſtors in the Reformation , but 
for love of Antiquity; nor teares in ſunder the bonds of Religion, 
Nature, Policy betwixt two the moſt cloſe-united Nations of 
the World, but out of love to unite: nor fils whole Kingdomes 
with bloud , but out of love to Order, Such was fure Diogenes 
his hunulity, nap upon Plato's Couches; ſuch was Nero's 
uniformity, ſetting on fire the ſtreets of Rowe ; ſuch was Procru- 

Fes his ſymmetry, cutting his gueſts according to his beds. And 

therefore its thought Paritans are not ſo much hated for their op- 
poſition to Ceremonies, as Ceremonies are multiplied, and infor- 
ced for fuppreſiion of all zealous Chriſtians, under the umbrage of 
Peritans: and that for the lame purpoſe the enemies of Picty have 
blown thoſe coales which they might have quenched, 

Hooker that ſweet and noble Antagoniſt of Eccl:ſiaſticall P «- 
ritans ſays much in defence of the Churches authority in impo- 
ſing of Ceremonies, but he. fays nothing in defence of the 
Churches Charity in unpoling many,and CiſplealingCeremonies. 
SoS. Pax! might have juſtified himfclfe, as fitter to be ſubſcribed 

unto and complyed wittall then his ſcrupulous brother , and 
he might have juſtified his caſe concerning eating of fuch and 
ſuch mcates : but S, Pan in wiſdome, and Chariry, would doe 
ncither,  S, Pau! made not his ſtrength an Argument to make 
his brother yeeld who was weake, but he made his brothers 
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weakneſſes an Argument whereby to prevaile and win upon 
him being ſtrong. And why then does our Mother the Church 
maintaine her authority againſt her own ſcrupulous and tender- 
minded infants ? If in Tuſtice and rigor they ought to obey her, 
and conforme to her wiſe commands ; does it therefore follow 
that in Wiſdome and Charity ſhe ought not to pity, and preferre 
their fooliſh, groundlefſe doubts and jealouſies? Is it honorable 
for the Narce to conteſt about authority witha forward Childe, 
when by indulgence ſhe may better ſtill it > If Ceremonies bee 
but things indifferent, they are notffo valuable, as peace, for that 
is neceſſary. Admit fit and decent Ceremonies to bee the out- 
workes of Religion, the better to ſecure it from contempt , and 
prophanation : Yet let not the outworks be too valt, leaſt t 
take up more admiration, than they repulſe difregard, Neither 
Ict us ſuppoſe that all times are alike liable to prophaneneſſe. Be- 
fore Moſes, Religion was very naked and ſimple in her Cerc« 
monies, and yet we muſt not thinke that God did then make ill 
proviſion, or was carcleſſe of the government of his Church; but 
under the Law, Ceremonies were ſtrangely multiplyed to the 
Iews, and that by Gods owne appoyntment; and yet in thoſe 
times , I cannot thinke that any Diſcipline could bee invented 
more honorable for Religion, I ſhall deſire therefore to walke 
between two extremes, neither wholy condemning all Ceremo- 
nizs as ſuperſtitious, nor embracing many as neceſſary , beſides 
the Ceremonious uſe of water in Baptiſme, and of Bread and 
Wine in the Euchariſt ; the Goſpel] recommends no externall 
rites, but ſach as the generall rules of decency incloſe, to our ob» 
ſervation : but it kemes utterly to diſcountenance all Iewiſh, 
carna'l ordinances ; yet certainly if multiplicity of pompous cc» 
remonies bad been very uſefull where knowledge abounds,and to 
be look't upon as the out works of Religion, the Goſpell would 
not have been ſofilent as it 1s concerning them, Were we now 
to plant a Church in the #e#t- /rdies, amongſt rude Salvages, per- 
haps the externall ſplendour of our worſhip might bee as conve- 
nient as it was amongſt the Iews toattraQ Proſ:lytes: Or had 
we now ſuch a dreadfull preſence of God reſiding amongſt us, 
asthe Iews had in their Oracle, perhaps Muſick Vocall, and In- 
ſtrumentall, and StatclineſR of attire, and fearctulnefle in our Ge- 
ſtures, and Poſtures would beſeeme us _ our ſolemn _— a 
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Feitivall celebrations +: +but the dift:rence betwixt thcſe tunes 
and thoſe,and thee Chriſtian Countreys, and thoſe that are Bar- 
barous 1s yery great, What manner of wvivine Service the French 
Proteftants and the Scots vi:,and ſome other Nations 1 cannot tell, 
but I hope it is not ſo naſty, and flovenly as ſume of our Formaliſts 
would make us beliove ;. for jt ſeemes not impoſſible to. me, but 
that in times of ſo much Light, as theſe are, God may be very ho- 
gourably and zcalouſly ſerved without many Stately Cere- 
monies, | 
The Biſhop of DoWne makes a very ſharpe ſpeech to the Pwuri- 
$ans in Ireland, as being very diſobedient , and animated therein by 
the Scotiſh Covenanters ; but his chicteſt eloquence is urtered a- 
gain(t bis pwn Countreymen the Score, whom be paints forth, 
as the chiefeſt Traytors, Pr jured Rebels, Feretiques and Hypocrites 
in the. World: ny, be denounceth them worſe than «Anabarrſts, 
and ſuch a have more than juitified the Powder-Traytors, and all 
the rebellious 'pratti/es, of the Iceluites, Afterwards hce addes alſo, 
That Puritaniſc i 12 the National in of Scotland only; but that 
they of the ſame fattion in, England had been as deep in the ſame con- 
demmation', had they had ſo much power, See here the lively por- 
traiture of an eAnrpruritanc, fee a true Brney revived againe, bur 
in Proteſtant habit-; and for ought 1 ke, here arc none exempted 
from this black venomous cenſure in all the King: Domimons, 
but thoſe of the Popis and Epiſcopall FaQtion. It's not to bee 
wondred at that the King thinkes ill ot his *ubjeRs, or that Bus = 
tou or Prin offered worſe than Traytors merits. Its rather to 
be wondred at, that our ſtreets do not runne with bloyd dayly, 
finc2- this 15 the Goſpfll' our Reverend Fathers of the Church 
each. | 
x This Speech was thought, woxthy co bee Cilperfed in Print os 
ver all our Kingdomes in Ezg1i/2 ; but ſince, becauſe it redounds 
ſ much.to rhe honour of the three Nations, and rhe repute of 
Proteſt ant Religion, its Tranſlated into Latine., and Cc ppies are 
Printed for all Chriltendome to take notice of; In this Speech 
1ts urged; that Puritans," Who-began about 8O yeares ſine, have 
proceeded from bad to Worſe by fixe deprees ; firſt they did diſlike 
then contemnue Biſhops; then they did diſobey their Juriſadiftion ; then 
ſeparate themſelves ; then they felltuto the +Herefie of bolding no dif< 
ference between Biſhap aud Ereibyier ; laſtly, they rebelled, and grew 
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more immoderate than Anabapriſts : And here S.Cyprien is alled- 
ged,who /ays, that rhe contempt of Biſhops is the beginning and ground 
of all Herefies and Schi!mes, 

Here we ſce what Pwritans are, the moſt curſed Miſcreants on 
earth ; next we ſee who Paritans are, all ſuch as hold not with 
Epiſcopacy : that is in probability halfe /re/ana, more than hal 
England, all Scotland, and many other Proteſtant Countryes. 
King James did put a diff:rence berwixt ſuch as dif reliſht B 
ſhops, aud Ceremonies n:cerly, and fuch as under that pretext 
fraudulently ſougl:t to perturbe the State, and make a factions ſe» 
paration, But here the difference of all Pwrirant is graduall only, 
nt ſabltanriall ; for diſlike of Biſhops is the beginning of all He- 
reſre, and mult needs end 1n Anabapri/me and rebellion. 

How plainly d-es1it here appeare , that Epiſcopacy is the true 
Helena fs allthis war z and yet 5. Cyprian is to bee underſtood of 
the Paſturall fantion, not of the Ecclefiaſticall Turiſdiation of a 
Bilhop, or elſe 1n Is ſenſe the Genevans, and the greateſt part of 
ProteFtamts are Heretiques, and King Zames made a frivolous di- 
ſtintion. 

Such ſtuff? as this had not miſ-beſ:emed a Papi, but its very 
odde. in a Pro eftant Biſhop ; except we conſider him, as one 
who hath lookr back towards the Onions and Fl-ſp-pors of E opts 
and is inamored againe upon thoſe gloricus Titles and Enfignes 
of Honour and Poinpe, which Rome confers upon her Courtiers. 

But to conclude this point, I wiſh Princes would not allow 
fuch Biſhops to be carvers to themſelves, and make them Iud ges 
in caſes of their owne interefle : they are ſurely good ſpeRtacies 
for Princes in Theologicall deliberations, as Temporall Coun» 
ſellors arc in State affaircs ; but miſcrable are thoſe Princes whoſe - 
eyes cannot ſee without ſuch ſpeRacles, If Religion did not pro» 
ſper worſe, if peace were not more violated , if perſecution were 
not more common in Countreys where Biſhops governe, than 
where they arc expelled, we might ſaſpe&t the Scors as Hereticall 
and rebcll.ous by nature; for chuting all the plagues of war rather 
than Biſhops : but when we ſee the contrary, we may as well 1t- 
ften to the Scots againſt Bifhops, as to Biſhops againſt the Scores, 
So much of the Ecclſiaſticall Pariran , next after whom 
ſprung up the Paritane in Religion , of whom I ſhall ſpeake 
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There are many men amongſt us now, which brooke Biſhops 

and Ceremonies well enou;h ; and perhaps favourably interpret 
our hate innovations : and yet theſe may bee too grave toeſcape 
the name of P-rirans, Tobe a Proteſtant may be allowed, but to 
diſpute againſt Papyſts, ſmels of preciſencfſe : to hold the Pope fal- 
lible is tollerated , but to hold him eAntichrif, is abominable' Px« 
ritaniſme : to goto Church is faſhionable , but to complaine 
of the Haſſe, or to be grieved at the publique countenance of Po- 
pery, whereby it intwincs our Religion, and now drinkes up that 
Sap which is ſcarce afforded to Proteſtanti/me, or at all to tak: no 
tice how farre ſome ofour Divines are hercat conniving , 
if not cooperating, is a ſymptome of a deepe infeted Pg-+ 
rYHan, 
He that is not moderate in Religion, is a Puritch, and hethat 
is not a Cafſandrian,or of Father Francis Syncler; faith, is not 
moderate : he favours too much of (alvins groſſe learning , cx- 
ploded now by our fineſt wits. 

Sir Robert (tron profciſes, that he ſtands much amazed to be- 
hold the magnificence ofChurches built by our Anceſtors, wetheir 
Succeſlors being ſcarce able to keep up the fame : but that hee is 
farther beſide humſelte with exceeding marvaile, when he caſts his 
eyes back upon the excellent ground-worke of Religion laid by 
our Fathers in the Reformation , and yet fees the ſame fo ill built 
npon , and ſo-negligently ſccondel by us their children ; But 
this (he ſays) is not to be attributed to the hanging up of Pizs 5. 
his Bull upon the Biſhop of Zondons gate,or to that favour which 
has been ſhewd to Frieſts,but it is the idlenes,and inſutticiency of 
many of ourown teachers,conſpiring with the peoples cold zeale, 
that bas wrought this apoſtacy, The Name of Ryc»/ant was 
ſcarce known till the 11. of Quzen Els, the aria perſequuti- 
on, being y<t freſh in'memory , and great zeale being begotren 
thereby, and the finger-worke of God being fo apparent in the 
faddaine alteration of Religion, Then did the Layty and Cler- 
gy with holy cmulation,(trive who ſhould ſhew themſelves moſt 
2f:&ionate to the Goſpell : then were our Miniſters as frequent 
in great mens houſes , and as ative as 7eſnites now are: then | 
were Praying and Preaching both equally pretious to great and 
ſaall, The name of Papi# ſinelt then ranke cven to themſelves, 


all forts reforting dayly to Church, toavoyd the ſhame thereof, 
| untill 


D ——— 


(45) 


\ 
untill Arch-biſhop Grinaals diſgrace, and Harfie/ds hard conceit 
of Prophecics, brought the lowing of theſe good graces to a ſtil! 
water : But when. Sanders the Cortpbers of Catholicks had flily 
inned the Name of Paricans upon all fuch as were moſt forward 
In encouraging, and couuragious in oppoſing Catholiques, and 
when he perceived that the word was pleaſing to ſome ill afeRed 
of our own (ide; He quickly heated fume of us beyond the tem- 
per of diſcretion, And now with the croſ tumults of both fa- 
&ions in extreme choler vented in Pulpits, and Pamphlets, moſt 
men grew to be frozen in zcale,and ſo benummed,that whoſoever 
(as the worthy L, Keep, Bacen obſerved) in thoſe days pretended a 
little ſparke of carneſtneſſe, ſeemed red-fire-hot in reſpeR of 0+ 
thers. Thus it betided Proteſtants, as thoſe which fare the worſe 
for ill neighbours, for whilſt they curbe Papsfts, or reproove 1dle 
drones , they are incontinently branded wath the 3gnominious 
name of P: cciſians. | 

Sce here Sir Rebert { ottons Tudgement, as touching the occaſi- 
on and originall of our Religious Pwritan? : and ſeealſo his cen- 
ſare of the State, as touching the ſame : For where hee taxes the 
indiſcreete zeale of thoſe who were fo violently incenſcd at San- 
ders his nickname, fo malicionſly and fubtilly faſtened upon them 
there in his Margin, his Note is this ; It theſe mens zcale had 
becne imployed otherwiſe, and a taske ſet them to do ſome good, 
they might have becn reformed , or made barmclefle by divers 
ſion, . 

Bat I paſk from this Kind of Puriwas to another, whom T ſhalt 
callmy Politicall Puritan ; for the bounds of Paritaziſme are yet 
larger, and incloſe men of utber conditions, 

_'Some there are yetw hich perhaps disfavourmnot at all-ei- * 
ther Eccleiiaſticall Policy, or moderate *Papsſts ; and yet never- 
theleſſe this is not ſufficient to acquit them from-the name: of Pa- 
ritans, if they aſcribe any thing tothe Laws and Liberties of this: 
Realme, or hold the Prerogative Royall to be limitable by any 
Law whatſoever, 

If they hold not againſt P ar/iaments and with Shrp-money, they 
are injurious to Kings ; and tobe injufious to Kings, is proprs- 
um quarto modo toa Paritane, 4 

Our penn civill, nay more than civill warre with Scorland, 
and 2ll the nuſchicfes thereon attendivg,the dilafſeRion berween 
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the King and his SubjeRs, and all the miſchictes thereon attend - 
ing the diſcontinuance of Parliaments, the p.oper remedies of all 
State-maladics, and univerfall grievances , which 1s a miſchicte 
whereby all miſchietes become incurable , all are cauſed by the 
abuſive; miſtake, and injurious mil-application of this word 
Puri: an, 

The Scors are Paritans, and thereore enemies to Monarchy,the 
Engliſh arc Paritans, and theretore haters of Royall prerogrtive, 
both the Nations have been hitherto famous for their devout re- 
verence, and o-ſequious z*ale to their Princes ; but now 'P #- 
ritaniſme. bas inteted them , and perverted them to Gif- 
loyalty. 

Thus is the Kings heart ali:n:ted from his SubjeRs, and by 
conſzquence, the Sujes loyalty blunted towards him, to the 
incomparable, almoſt irreparable detriment of both: neither is 
this dilaccord b.tween the King and his b-ft SubjeRts, more fa- 
tall and pernic: ous to the Common» wealth,then his accord with 
the R ronſant faftion, *Papits have now gotten the repute of the 
beſt Subjects , and fitteſt for truſt in places of eminent ſervice; 
nay *tis almoſt neceſſary that forraine Papifts be broughtin for the 
ſupporting of the indangered Royalty : for though tlie Popiſ 
faction at © ourt be ſtrong and ative enough for matter of Coan- 
{cl}, yet for matter of force, the Puritans in City and Conntrey be 
too predominant. 

The Biſhop of Downe in h#s viſitation ſpeech layes all the calans- 
ties of Church and Common-wealth upon Non-c:nlormiſts , and for 
proofe thereof inſtancerin the Covenanters, whom he charges of rebels 
lion, charging withall that rebellion upon Paritaniſme, The firſt :bing 

' Gays he ) rhat made my ont of love with that Religion, was their ingu 
riows dealing with Kings, Which [ obſerved both im their Praltice and 
Doftrine, Hee taxes firſt their Deftrine , becauſe they d<ny the 
Kings ſupremacy in caufes Eccleaſticall, and allow Sabjc&s te 
reſiſt, nay and depoſe their Kin? if he be a Tyrant Surcly Abab 
could fay little for himſclfe , it he could not lay his vwan? crimes 
upon Ekab; but fee here by what arr of confuſion all Scors are cab 
led Paricens, and all Paritens rebels. | 

. King 7«mes ſpoke not ſo confuſcdly as if Puritaii/me were n 
Religion; and all that difſiked Biſhops and Ceremo;'ics were of... 
that Religion; and all ofthat Religion were cncmics to i” 
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, If a Bilhpp needed any proots, it his 4v2& «#84 were not unquelſti- 
' onabk, I would ccfire bun ta proveall Covenanters Parifkns;de- 
tyers of the Kings ſupremacy : or to inſtance in any Kings 
which have ven depoſed or murthred by Presbyreriall authority. 
How far Biihops aave incroacked upon Kings,  is:knowneto ill 
the world ; our: Proteiant Biſhops-lately have by Oath and 
Canon, combined together to bind the Kings hands, 4hoveh 
hee bee Supreme , that hee- (hall not governe our Church but 
by Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, Arch-deicons, #c, And yet theſe 
troublers of //rae! have the face to taxe' #/1jah of their own 
finne. | 
Presbytery indeed has heretofore paſſed her bounds, yet not of 
late, but Epiſcopacy has ever frem Conſtantine claimed an inde- 
pendance of Divine right, till this inſtan”, 1 conceive there are 
not in all the Kings Dominions, three men, except Papsſts and 
eAnabaptiſts, which hold it lawfull to depoſe, or by any force tb 
violate the perſons of Kings, how ill foever, The Scotch Divines 
iadeed maintaine that a great body of men may defend themfſelvs 
againſt the unjuſt ſword of miſled Kings, becauſe they cannot fly, 
or otherwik fave themſelves; and this they take How @be their - 
own caſe ; whereas our Court Divines in 7 ng/and hold, that in 
tuch caſe, we ought all to yeeld our throats without defence. This 
ſemes unnaturall, and truth was never unnatural}, but I forbeare 
to diſpute a point ſo horrid to mans 1tr.agination, 

The Biſhop next i» ſtances m the rebellious prattices of Puritans, & 
rerkons npſome Faſts i Scotland appointed by rhe Presbytery, with- 
ent King lames his privity, a- d ſome other ſeditious ' Sermons, and a+ 
tiims Whereby be was much annryed, But what ? Did not King 
7.ames know bis own? eucmiss, or how to blame rhem ? Did hee 
condemne alLScors alike , or all Biſhop haters alike, or joyne 
the Erohiſh 1n like condemnation 2 We know weltenough, that 
King. Zames Called rebellious precifians Pa rang, hut he never cal- 
led al: Parrirans rebelliovs precilians,z He never uſed thoſe terme's 
as conve tible, but declared his contrary meaning by a manifeſt 
dift:rence taken between them, ' But the Biſhops meme nftance 
#5 in he preſent Scotch inſurrettion ; rb ke cal: a rebellimn of Purſe 
tans, azd far greater than the Powder-treaſon : For (ys he) that 

lot was but the att rf a few diſcontent:d Gentlemen, but tm this rebel- 
tion of the Puritans they hawe ingagen 4 great part of the Kingdome, 
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ſo that th is may be ſaid to be the common fin of that Seft, What could 
have bcene raked out of Hell more flanderous to our Religion, 
more Apologeticall for Popery? | 
The Powder-Traytors a: e here preferred before the whole {e& 
of Puritans: The (in of the Powder-Traytors was,that they being 
but an inconſiderable party, ſought the deſtruion of their King 
and his ifluc, and the lower of the Nobility, Gentry, Commo- 
nalty, and the extirpation of the truc Religion, by a moſt dyabolt- 
cal bloudy praQtice and conſpiracy, And it onght not tobe charged 
upon the meere actors, as a ſymptome of diſcontent , onely wee 
know how far the Rom Religion it felfe favours and gives 
ground to ſuch damned feats, and how far it has owned ſome ha- 
ving proved proſperous, and juſtified the doing thereof 1n nature 
as impious, though perhaps in degree not ſo hainous as this. For 
take this as it was conſpired, and queſtionleſſe, ſince the crucify- 
ing of Icſus Chriſt, the Light never diſcovered any treaſon more 
ugly and horrible. 
* Now to out-match this deed of darkneſſ, the Scorch Nation by 
a ſtrange general unanimity have armed themſelves to oppoſe the 
ill government of Biſhops, and other alterations in the ſrvice of 
God, and the adminiſtration ot Tuſtice, and being invaded there- 
fore by another Nation, have uſed force to defend their lives ; and 
ſeeing that defence not fafe in their owne Countrey , they have 
ſince purſued it further by way of prevention in the Country of 
their Invaders, 
| hat is the greateſt a of Rebellion whereby the common 
Peace and ſafety of a Kingdome is moſt diſturted and impeach- 
ed ; butby the common a& of a whole Kingdome, that miſchicfe 
cannot beefz&ed : therefore the Biſhop failes in his politiques 
when he thinkes that the Major part diſturbing the-CIinor, is 
more trayrerous, than the contrary, 
unanimous a&t of a whole Kingdome ought to bee pre- 
ſumed to bee leſſe injurious, and more wiſe than the a of any 
{mall inconſiderable party, for it hath ſcarce ever been ſer that a 
whole Kiagdome, or the m3jority thercot hath ever been treafo» 
nable to its ſclſe in procuring its own ruine, 
Many States have periſht by the machinations of a few ill-af- 
kacd, ul-agvifed Counſellors , (ſcarce ever any periſht other- 
wiſe) but the totall body and collection has never been guilty of 
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' its owne ruine : and if it were, ſuch Treaſon could not be ſo great 
as that which is plotted by a few. Whilſt the Scors contained 
themſelves within their'owne territories; and were conſidered 
asa kingdoms within themſelves,as they were when the Biſhop 
= his cenſure, they were not rightly ſo cenſured : neither was 

e then privy to their intruſions, that they would infeſt our king= 
dome with the ſame combuſtion, and ſo prove a diſturbance to 
the greater part of our Britiſh Monarchy , whereof they theme 
ſelves are but a member of lefſe bulke and value. Curſed therefore 
are thoſe ancharitable exaſperating cenfurers, whereby the King 
ts too far incenſed, and by whoke ralh inſtigations the commoti- 
ons themſelves become the harder to be appeaſed. 

Great inſarreions are like great fires, wherein delay is miichic- 
vous, and ſmall remedies rather turne to fuell, then extinguiſh : 
and violent counſell againſt an inraged multitude, is like oyle, or 
pitch caſt into the Aame, The wiſe politician proportions his re- 
medy according to the'miſchicfe, if water will not prevaile, he 
uſeth milke ; if a little quantity will not ſuffice, he powres as the 
combuſtion it ſelfe requires, Vnfortunate Rehoboam (tands as a 
Seamarke to warne all Princes how to (hun this rocke of violent 
counſel againſt a people violently inraged and aggrieved. Some 
men have interpreted the deſignes of the Scors to have been trea- 
ſonable from the beginning, and wholy bent upon the ſpoyle and 
havocke of the Engliſh Nation from their firſt ſtirring : Others 
have wholly juſtified their intentions and proceedings hith:rto 
as defenſive only, and inforced by neceſſity : both theſe, I con- 
ceive, are too raſh and head-long in their gueſſes. Info great a 
body of men , there muſt needs be variety of opinions, and its 
likely contraricty of aff:4 ions; an1 therefore it behoves theKing 
to be the more tender, moderate, and circumſpe&t in his deltbera» 
tions, as well for the one ſide as the other, cſpecially-fince the 
Scots have not evidently and univerſally as yet declared them- 
ſelves for the worſe. We may at once be charitable in hoping the 
beſt,and wiſ: wichall in preventing the worſt ; nay, a charitable 
and ſweet demeanor, if it be not too fond, may prove a great part 
of our prevention : doubtlc(l: R-hoboam himiclfe, had he not veen 
wilfully devoted to yong , raſh, and violent Cou.f-llors, might 
have eaſily retained within his vbedience many of his well-mza- 


ning Subjes,aud reclaimed others of more moderation z pI by 
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that meancs have divided and diſſipated the moſt obſtinate , 

headftrong,-and furious of all the rebellious party. Some Princes 
thinke themſelves bound in Honour to do unwike things,and thiy 
was thecrror of R ehoboam, his aged Counſellcurs adviſed him to 
that which was moſt politick,concluding thatto be molt honou- 
rable;but his Gem rather led him according to the adviſe of his 
young Gallants, to conclude that moſt politick, which to his 
haughty ſtomack ſemed moſt honorable:but what wasthe event? 
to avoidthe ſcorn of young men, he incurred the ſcorn of old men; 
to avoid the unjuſt cenſure of fooles, ke incurred the juſt cenſure of 
wiſe men;to gaine the honor of appearing ſtout, he purchaſed the 
diſhonour of being raſh ; to ſhew a contempt of danger he made 
himſclf a prey to it;rather then to decline a blow by a gentle bow- 
ing of his body,he yeclded himſelf tojbe incvitibly oppreſſed by it. 

At this time of revolt the //raclites were not ſo wicked as their 
revolt after madethem ; it may be ſo with the Scors, theyare yet 
Proteſtants,and perhaps may be retained fo : and whocan thinke 
of Proteſtants, that ſo great a body of them,can at one fall ſo deſpe-= 
rately tumble into the depth of miſchiefe, as to make Faſting, 
Praying, Oaths and Sacraments, mecre inſtruments and traincs 
to commit murther, theft, ſacriledge, treaſon,and the moſt unna« 
turall of all crying crimes ? But to returne to our owne Nation, 
and-what we ſuffer by our owne Divine-. 

Manwarings DoErine is common at Court, and *tis not long 
fince a By(ſhvps Chaplaine in Tearme-time, challenged a Iudge of 
Treaſon, for delivering Law according to conſcience. And this is 
now no prodigie, for Pulpits are not publike enough to preach 
an unlimitable prerogative in ; *tis fit our learned Doctors (thould 
mount the Benches of Iuſtice alſo, there to advance Logicke 
inſtead of Law; for Law is growne injurious to Princes, and' 
ſmcls ranke of Pwritaniſme.Divines themſelves will looſe nothing 
to Princes, but alt other men ſhall, that they may gaine the more: 
and neither Lawyers: nor States-men mult dire&t them in any. 
thing, but-both Lawyers and States-men muſt be direfted by 
them in all things : but letus alittle examine how the conditio- 
nate and abſolute formes of government come within the circle 
of Theologie. The //raelites were governed by Monarchs, but not 
all alike abſolute. The Patriarchs were not fo abſolute as the Ind- 
ges, nor the Tudges as the Kings, nor the Kings as thoke Heathen 
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Emperours,which at laſt made them tributary. The due of («ſer 
and the duc of Solomon, and the due of Sawxe!, and the duc of 
Zaceb, was not the ſame as to all points of State, or all dcgrees of 
Royalty, and yet the nation was the ſame, and the forme of go- 
vernment {till remained the fame : v4z.,monarchicall, ; 

It ſhould ſeeme that God approved that degree of Soveraignty 
beſt, which was by himſelfe fctled in the perſon of Moſes, for 
when that people afterwards deſired a King, of a more awfull 
and large prerogative, in imitation of other Nations , the thing 
diſplcaſed God, Samwel alſo wrote a book of this ſubje,ſhewing 
the juſt conditions of Regall power ; (the loſe whereof is much 
to be lamented for if it had been Gods will that all Kings ſhould 
be cqually abſolute 1n all reſpeRs, and free from all limitations 
and obligations alike, Samwel needed to have written little 
thereof ; one word had determined all. But in Scripture, as it 
now remaines, Samuels booke being not extant, our chicfelt light 
and guide now is by example, not rule ; and example we finde 
very various, 

The State and Soveraignty of the Zewi/> Kings in generall, we 
find mild, and gratious ; but much differing in particulars. Ss/o- 
mon was heavy over his Subjes, 'and under his Son they would 
not beare the like ; yet Solomons preſſure was not upon the eſtates 
of his SubjeRts by taxes, and impolitions, for He made filver in 
Jeruſalem as [tones for plenty ; nor did He vex their perſons by 
Military hazzards and ſervices, for He was at peace with all the 
world : Neither did He any way lct fall, or leffen their honour 
amongſt other Nations; He made them rather a ſveRacle of glo- 
ry and profperity to the world. So/omons barſhnelſe was onely in 
imploying ſo great multitudes for his own pompous attendance, 
and for the performance of ſuch publike workes, and ſtrucures,as 
did tend to the Magnificence and beauty of the State. Beſides , 
Scripture does not fatisfic us, neither by rule, nor example, whe- 
ther Kings ought to be ſacceſſive alwayes, or clefive ; or whe» 
ther primogenature of Males, or unigeniture of Daughters,ought 
to take place : many things are leſt ſo uncertaine, that it is not 
al wayes ſife for Kings wholly to rely upon examples; and for 
the ru.c of obedience,it is gencrall, and no more advantagious for 
free Monarchs, than conditionate Potentates ; no more for ſu- 


preame,than ſubordinate commanders. 
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The Law of Nature beſt determines , that all Princes being 
publike Miniſters *.for the common good , that their authori- 
ry ought to be of ſufficient latitude for that common good ; and 
'Hnee Scripture 1s not expreſſe concerning that latitude, as to all 
people, the ſame not being to all alike neceſſary, the feverall Laws 
of ſeverall Countries beſt teach that certaine latitude.I could win 
therefore that Princes herein would not ſo much conſult with 
Divines,as Lawyers ;or rather with Parliaments, which are the 
grand Cuurts and Cunnſclls of Kingdomes ; for ( as Cotton faics ) 
Every man in particular may deceive, and be deceived ; bur no 
man-can deceive all, nor can all deceive one, Ancicat times ate 
not precedentary to ours by any neceſſity , for Lawes arc now 
more learned, exa, and particular ; and Courts and Tables of 
Tuſtice, and Policy, arc more wiſely and methodically compoſed 
and cle&ted, then they were ; and therefore there needs not that 
vocall power, or indiſputable force to remaine in the breaſts of 
Princes,as was of old. 

The Courts/of Parliament, and their unqueſtionable Atts and 
Ordinances,and their infallible aviſoes, arc now inall well-go- 
verned Countries, the very Oraclcs ofall Policy, and Law,they 
are the fountaines of civill bloud, ſpirits, and lite ; and the ſove- 
raigne antidots of publike miſchiefes. That Prince was never yet 
deceived which relied upon them, nor can he chuſ: but be decet- 
ved , which thinkes he can be aſſiſted with any more wif: or 
faithfull advertiſement, then that which is given him by his 
whole Realme united, and contratted 1n a lefſe circunterence. 
What end can all the lower of the Noviliti,, Gentry, and Come 
monalty of a Nation, being wiſe and religious, have in teducing 
their Sove-algne, or in limiting that Soveraignty, by which a- 
lone they are proteted ? Or what on? party of particular mz 
ca1 b.tter underſtand the truz limits of ſufficient Soveraignty, 
an4 the profit thereof ; then this colleRXive univerſality, wholz 
rayes like the Suns,are every where diſperſed ; and yet whoſ: bo- 
Cy of light 1s here as in a retulgent Glove conceatred ? 

Individuills may have many particular ends,ſevercd from thz 
Princes or the States, but Communitics can ayme at nothing but 
the common good;as the leſſer fountaines ſcatter their branching 
Rreunes up 41d duwne in various Mxanders, whilſt the Seca con- 
tatges 1t ſelf in aniatire body, within its conſtant bounds, 
Individuals 


(53) 


Individuals alſo have but their owne particular ſet Innit of per 
keFion, and have judgements belide apt to be darkened by their 
owne fcrerall jitcreſts and paſſions ; whereas the common body 
enjoycs a confluence of ſ:verall perteHious, and hath the leſie 
force from abroad to wvercloud thei. Of all men therefore it wilt 
moſt concerne Princes to ſuſpe them which are enemics to pubs 
likeafſemblies,and to confide in them molt, whoſe ends arc not dis» 
vided frcm the generalities ; and as they tender their owne hap- 
pireſſ, to 'expett it chiefly from that generality, by which they 
arc Kings, to which they are Gods, from which their very Dia- 
dems receive honour and fantity, to which their very Royall 
Order imparts life , and breath, and neceflary ſubiiſtence.F come 
now to my Ethicall Paritan, 

The name of 'Pwriten mult not reit here, for there may be ſome 
moderate, well inclined, facile men, whcſe education may be 
ſuch that they are not much vers'd or infighted either in matters 
of Religion,or matters of State ; they may be ſucl; as are no waics 
buſie but in their own particular attaires,and yet it b. hooves that 
theſe men too be brought in within the opprobrious compaſte 
of Puritani/me, To the Religious, Ecclefialticall, and Puliticall 
Puritan,there mult be joyncd alfo an Ethicall Puritan, 

This deteſted odious natine of Purivan firit b:gan in the 
Church preſently aſter the Reformation, but now ir extends it 
{fe further, and gaining ſtrength as it goes,it diff iſes its poy fo- 
nous igncminy further, an 1 being not contented to Gangrene 
Religion, Eccleſiaſticall and Civill policy, i now threatens de- 
{tru&tion to all morality alſo. The honeſt it ri&t demeanour, and 
civill converſation which is ſo eminent in ſeme men does fo 
upbraid and convince the eAnriparican, that even honeſty,ſtrit- 
neſſe, and civility it ſclſe muſt become diſgraceſull, o: elſe t? ey 
which are contrary cahnot remaine 1n grace : But becauſcit is 
too grofle to deride vertue under the name of vertue z theretare 
other coloms arc invented, and ſa theſaine thing undergoes de» 
rifion under another name, The zealous man is deſpiſed under the 
nameof zealot,the Religious honeſt man has the y1zard of an by- 
pocrite,and diſkmbler put uPorr him to make him odious, 

Here I may alledge even Hooker himfelte in jultifhcarion of this 
Ethicall Zxri:an, that good ingenuous man in th-le/4 ayes, 


though he oppoſed them in polity, yet honoured them 1n mora- 
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lity, and certainty if te were now living, be would [trongly 1- 
veigh agaiuſt their oppoſcrs inthisreipect. He cites Aryſtorle in 
his 5. books of Erhicks, and 3, Cap. that many men 1m domeſticall 
thing s may be vertuons, and yer offend © 7915 @p-5 8TH yea, I an 
perſwaded (yes he ) that of theſe with whom we ftrive in thu cauſe, 
there are whoſe betters among#t men could hardly be found, if they 
did not live among ſt men, but 1m ſome nilderneſſe among ſt themſelves, 
And the cauſe ( ayes he ) of their diſpoſition ſo wntrameable to So- 
ciety ts, for that what they thinke privately to be convenient a"d juſt 
with ſeme ſhew of probabiluy, the ſame they thinke themſelves bound 
to prattiſe and uphold, notwithſtanding any Law of man to the con- 
trary : and thus by following the Law of private reaſon, where the 
Law of publike ſhould take place, [they breed difturbance, Sec here 
the maine taxation of Pari:ans amongſt their honeſt and wiſe 
oppoſers ( ſuch as I allow Hoeker to bee, ) is this, that in things 
indifferent, they will not recede from their owne conſciences, 
for any command whatſocver, in all neceflary points ofmora- 
lity there cannot be found better men, I cannot tell, I am left 
to pronounce here with the Poct, 


Crudelis Mater magis, an puer improbus ile ? 
Improbus ille puer, crudelis tu quoque mater, 


I will only with that neither the child would be fo CifrefpeRt- 
fall of his mothers judgement in indiffrrencies, nor the mother 
fo unpttrifull of her childes weaknefſe in ſc;uples. Hooker al- 
ſo inf his preface confefies, that Puritans ar firſt were pityedonly 
in their erro's, audnot much withſtood by any : for the great hu- 
muy, xcale, and devotion which appeared to be in them, was in all 
mens opinions, 4 pledge of their barmeleſſe meaning. The bardeſt 

fayes he ) rhat men of ſound underſtanding, conceived of them, was 

wt this : O quam honeſta voluntate nnſeri erant ! and for this 
cauſe Zather made requelt to Fredericke of Saxony , that with- 
in his dominion they might be favourably dealt with, and fpa- 
red, tor that, ( their error exempted ) they ſeemed otherwiſe 
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right good men, So then whilſt their meaning is honeſt, and 
whilſt their boneſt meaning tends onely to make themſelves 
miſerable, that is, « bjes of ſcorne, and puniſhment, tavcur 
ought ro be ſhewed, Tis true, Acker after complaines, tha' this 
favour produced ill effetts among ft Puritans, who by meanes of /nch 
meororifull tolleration gathered mere ſtrength then was ſafe for the 
State : but under favour, this docs not appeare ſo with me ; In 
France , Scotland, and thok parts cf Germany where Zealers 
have had molt liberty, and favour, I doe not ſe any effects (0 
evident thereof, as theſe : that Pepery hath the ſooner vaniſht, 
and enmity beene the better prevented, It ſecmes to me, that 
England of all Proteſtant countries has leaſt cauſe to boaſt of 
her rigorous diſcipline towards Prritans, having never yet 
been either quict,or ſafe til this inſtant,and now ſcarce being able 
to beleeve, that great worke of deliverance, which God hath 
mercifully wrought for us.It cannot be denyed , but the yet 
unſettled condition of theſe times hath been ſcandalous in mul- 
titudes of «Anabaptiſticall kAarics, whoſe ſeverall conventicles 
cry ,here is Chriſt, and here is Salvation : but what 2? Is this the 
blame of the Churches indulgence to weake brethren in nice 
ſcruples ? ſarely no : for it is to be hoped, that when-governe+ 
ment is againe ſettled, as- favour ſhall bee uſed in matters of 
indifferency, ſo the rod ſhall be reſumed. againe againſt all ob« 
ſtinate offenders in matters of weight, | 

And who does not ſee, that theſe ſwarmes of conventiclers 
which now ſequeſter them{clves from us, arc but the dregges 
of the vileſt and moſt ignorant rabble, whoſe dotrines can- 
not prevaile though they mect with no oppoſition, nor ſubs 
ſiſt when authority once liſts up its bands or (hakes its Staff 
againſt them., 

The feeble Flyes of Sommer, which every. ſhower, and 
cloud almoſt diſperſes, are -not more contemptible , than 
theſe wretched. throngs, whoſe workes not being of God , 
no nor ſearce- of Rationall man, cinnot- proſper in ſuch an 
age of Knowledge, Learning, and Picty, as this is. Let us not 
then for ſome Gnats, or frogges ſakes ungratefully murs 
mure againſt Sommer, or undervalucall the ſweet influences of 


the Sun, and the ſofter gales of Heaven, 
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Puritans by ſome are parallelled to Icſuites, Icluites are called 
Popiſh Paritans,and Prruans,Proteſtant leſuites ; yer this 1s not 
indeed diſparageable to them : For doubtlefle hiery zeale and rj. 
gour were not blameable in /eſartes , were not their very Religi-. 
on falſe zas celerity and expedition ina Traveller is not in it {clte 
faulty, but commendable,tnough the Traveiler being 11 a wrong 
path, it cauſes him to ſtray the further from his journies end, 

My Lord of Downe profeſſes that the firſt thing which made hins 
aiſtaſt the Religion of Vuritans ( beſides their groſſe bypocriſie ) was 
ſedition : So groſle hypocriſic, it ſeermes, was the tirlt. What 1s 
grofl: or viſible hypocrilie to the Biſhop, I know not, for I can 
{eeno windowes or caſements i1 mens breaſts, neither do I thij. 
him indued with Saint Peters propheticall ſpirit whereby to per- 
ceive and Jearch into the reines, and hearts of bypocrites ; but let bim 
proceed, 1t us a plauſible matter(faies he )with the people to heare men 
in autherity depraved, and to underſtand of any liberty and power ap- 
pertaining to themſelves, The profeſſion alſo of extraordinary xeale, 
and as it were contempt of the worla workes with the multituds When 
they ſee men goe ſimply in the Streets, and bow downe their heads 
like a Bull-ruſh, their inward parts burning with deceit, Wringing 
ther neckes awry, ſhakins their heads as if they were in ſome preſent 
griefe , lifting up the white of their eyes at the fight of ſome vanity , 
giving great groanes, crying out againſt this ſin and that fin in their 
Superiours, under colour of long prayers , devouring widdon es, and 
married woes houſes ; when the multitude heares and ſees ſuch men, 
they are carried away with a great conceit of them, but if they ſhould 
judge of theſe men by their p Am not by outward appearance, the 

ſhould find them to be very far fromthe true Religion, See here + 
froth of a [currilors libeller, whereby it is concluded that he that 15 if 
ſevere life,and averſe from the common vanit es of the time, ts an hy- 
pecrite : If theſe deſcrigtiens 'f outward auſterity I ſhall not unly ſhew 
what is an hypocrite,but point out alſo nho is an hypocrit our Saviour 
himſelfe will haraly [cape this deſcripriin ; doubiles 17 Saviour, and 
mary of his devouteſt followers did proane, ſhake their heads, and 
life up their eyes at the fight of ſome publick, 'ns, aa4 vanities, gd 
tia not ſpare to taxe the uuces of Superiours, axd to preach to, and ads 
moniſh the meaner ſort of the people ;" yet who but an Annas or Cat» 
phas will infer from hence that therefore their inward parts barne 
with deerit,and that their end is meerely to carry away the multitude; 
ſuch 
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ſuch 44 judge only by outward appearance, and have net their: ſeu= 
ſer exerciſed to diſcerne betwixt good and evil f It it likely the 
High Priefis and Phariſees did thi blaſphene in thoſe dayer, and 
| that. the rather , becauſe ſrom their ewne {ned fJandtiy, t 


were the more apt to ſuf the [ame in others: Vat what ! 

wee need: follow them, or this Buſhep in this t' But to proceed with 

pres, , Saint lames (fayes he)gives ws @ full deſcription of rae 
elsg100, 

Wiſdome from above « firit pure, then peaceable , gentle and 
eaſie ro bee entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without" judg- 
ing, and Hypocrifie, None of theſe properties will agree with 
f the Religion of Puritans, It ts not pwre fer it allowes Uſury, "Sax 

| erileage, Diſobedience, Rebellion, &c. 1t is not peactable, for 
theſe men are the incerdiaries 'of Chriſtendome, 1t ts not gen- 
tle, nor eaſie to be intreated, for thry are more auſtere than Gito, 
and not to be moved by perſwaſion or command, It is not full of 
mercy. and good fruits, for they are all for ſacrifice, nothmg for 
mercy ; for the firſt Table, not the ſecond; for fath,not charity ; they 
pull downe Churches, but build ne hoſpitals,It ir not Without judging, 
for they are known to be miſt rigid cenſurers, eAnd hee 1s an Hy 
pocrite which ſpies 4 mote in hu brub:rt eyes, andnct 4 beame i 
by owne. | ho 
- Here is a confuſed proofe, that ſuch!Prite"s are hypocrites, 
but no proofeat all,that this man is ſuch a Puritan, Ifmy Lord 
» Say beſuchaParitan,this denotes him an hypocrite, but this does 
Not prove that my Lord Say, or Broeke, or Ded, or {lever &c. 
or-any the moſt famous'Paritan living is guilty of Vſary, Sacri- 
ledge, Rebellion, pulling downe of Churches, ſe'ting the World 
on fre, or of renouncing the ſ:cond Table and all works of juſtice 
and charity, or ofcenfuring and condemning ma'ignantly other 
men : Il theſe things were true of particular men, calumny were 
needleſſe; Accufation would better fuppreſſe them. And fareitis 
not out of favour that Law proceeds not,for malice has often en-! 
ough ſhewed her teeth, and weuld have! itteo i' (he could, net- 
ther would the now calamuiateaf- (he could accule. 
The Biſhop expeats not to be beleeve;ifhe puzzell,and work 
ſome intodoubt, it is ſufficient + bnt fivce bitter cenſuring,' and 
cahumnions condemning of others is \ infallible a ſigre of hypo» 


="; how doth tlic Biſhop wipe this off from himſel{c2 Can Po- 
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ritans, ſpcake work ofany,than he doth of Piwrirans ? Sure they 
may wcll joyne with him upon this iffue, that the greateſt flan- 
dercr is the greateſt hypocrite ; and yet fecke no further for ſlan- 
ders,than this very ſpeech, whercin he fo cagerly inveighs againlt * 
ſlander ; but if individuals cannot be thas convinced by the Bi- | 


i 
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ſhop,huw ſhall theſe fignes and ſymptomes be applyed to whole 
ou Rn ng omes ? 

Th: molt ordinary badge of Puritans is their more religions 
and conſcionable converfation,than that which is fecene in other 
mens : and why this ſhould make them odious or ſuſpeRed of 
hypocriſic amongſt honeſt and charitable men, I could never yet 
karne. Aſcciming religious conſiſts in doing ations ontwardly 
good, and the goodnefle of thoſe ations is appareat to man ; but 
the falſ: hypocriticall end of them is oncly diſcerned by God : 
and therefore with what conſcience can I condemne that guod 
which is vilible, for that evill which is not viſible ? Say, Brooke, 
Dod, Clever, care knowne to me ; yet no otherwiſe but as men 
Gogulatly devote,and as all the P ts, and Appoſtles would, 
if they were now living : and I conclude becauſe they ſeern 
to,therefore they arcnot ſo? I am fo far from this, that my owne 
conſcience bindes me to honour them, and that in thoſe things, 
wherein I nave not the grace to follow them,I have beena dilis 
gent inquirer tnto Paritaxs, and have cxaQly trycd them three n 4 
wayecs. Firſt, in themſelves ; and foI finde them zcalous, at leaſt 
ſeeming fo outwardly, and diftinguiſht principally from other 
men by their remarkecable, and ſingular zcale to God and the 
Trath : and this to-me is no ground of uncharitable cenfare; Sc» 
condly, in thoſe, which in theſe times thinke and ſpeake charita» 
bly of them ; and they are ſo many in number, and of ſo good 
quality, that indeed to the Popiſh and Epiſcopall faRion, all the * 
kiagdom almoſt ſeems Pwritenical;but for this I cannot think the 
worſe of them. But thirdly, when I conſider Paritess, and com- 
pare them with their common notorious adverfarics, then their 
goodnefſe ſzemes. moſt evident to me, and if it were legibly in» 
graved in the open wickedneſſe and fcandall of their chicke op» 
pbſcrs. Nothing but Trath, Hollincfe, and Goodnefſe, femes ro 
me to be the cauſ2,that P apiſts do fo implacably abominate them: 
that our proud Hierarchiſts,Ambidexters, and Newuters in Religi» 
ap, do ſo unceflantly purſac their ſubverſion ; that Court-flat- 
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terers and time-ſerving Projeors, and the ravenous Caterpil» 

lars of the Realme, do fo virulently proſecute them with defa« 

mations and contumelics ; that Stage-peets, Minſtrels, and the 
jeſting Buftbones of the age, make them the principall ſubjeR of 
deriſiors Laſtly,that all the ſhamelefſe rout of drunkards,lechers, 
and ſwearing ruffians ; and theſcume of the vulgar are ſo tickled 
with their reproach, and abuſe, Certainely, nothing but an unap- 
peaſcable antipathy could be the cauſe of all this, and no teſtimo» 
ny of goodneſſe can be 'more fare, un-crring, and unanſwerable 
than ſuch antipathy. : 

Amongſt wicked men there may be particular hatred,but not a 
enerall antipathy : One wicked man hates not another as WiC 
ed,bat rather loves him therefore, or clſe the World did not ob- 

ſerve a decorum in loving her owne, and hating ſtrangers : As 
there cannot be diviſion in Satans kingdome ; ſo there cannot be 
communion or EY betwixt Chriſts and Satans Sub- 
Fs. But tis a miſcrable thing to ſee how far this word Puritan 
in an Ethicall ſenſe dilates it felfe. Heretofore it was Puricanical, 
toabſtaine from ſmall ſins ; but now tis fo to abſtaine frum groſle 
open ſins.In the mouth of a Drunkard, he is a Puritan which rc- 
fuſcth his cups ; In the mouth of a Swearer, he which fcaresan 
oath ; In the mouth of a Libertine, he which make any ſcruple 
of common fins ; In the mouth of a rude Souldicr, he which 
wiſheth the Scorch warre at an end without bloud, It is ſuffici- 
| Ent that ſuch menthinke themſelves tacitly checked and affron- 
_ ted by the unblamable converſation of Puritans, Byſhop Lake 
that good and godly man moved at the declining ſtate of his 
time, 1s faid to have expreſſed his regret thus : We feare, ſaith he, 
a relapſe into Popiſh error, and ſuperſtition ; but my beart miſgives 
me worſe than ſo : Utter irreligion and Atheiſme, me thinkes, begins 
to prevaile ftrangly among ſt us : we are not ſo likely to loſe the light 
of truth, as the heat of xeale ; and What benefit 1s in Religion, e 
the name of it is honoured, but the power of it 14 not at all (cene ? where 
God: Will ts truely underſtood, but his command; are wholy [lighted ? 
where men know like Chriſtians, but live like Heathens * The ſoule 
of Religion is hearty devotion, and that growes dayly more and more 
ridiculous among ſt us , andyet Religion wuthout the ſowte of it, 1s 14s 
ther a curſe than a bleſſing tows. Noimpiety ts ſo hainous in anigno- 
rant Sodomite, 4s want of Piety # in aright inſiratted Itraclite. 
I 2 In 


———_ 


(69) 


In this wiſe 1 have heard that good-Prelate did cemplaine ; and 

this makes me thinke, that he Tad in his complaint ſome reſpe&t 
to this word Pwritan,then which,certaincly the Devill hath not 
a, mere fatall engin2 whereby to confcund religion, and to ſub- 
vert all true zeale,goodnefſe,and devotion. Thus farre it appeares 
what a valt circumference this word Paritan has, and how by 
its large acception it 1s uſed to caſt durt in the face of all good- 
neſſe, Theologicall,Civili, or Morall : fo that fearce any moderate 
man ca? avoid its imputation, And thus it does miſchicte to men, 
not conimonly noted forP wri:ans,but ifa man be ſo noted,though 
perhaps irregularly, then it is farther otherwiſe abuſed : for 
all fach a mans evill ſhall be charged upon his ? «rirani(ae, and 
all his good defaced for his Pwritaniſme, Such a man is condeme- 
ned for murther, and adultery ; and at his death gives ſtrong 
afſuranc*s'ofunfaigned repentance, and contrition of heart. He. 
was a Chriſtian, a Proteftant, a Miniſter, a 'Paritan ; yet this. 
crime 15 recorded and blowne abroad, not for the ſhame of Chri- 
ftians, Proteſtants, Miniiters,but of Puritans. And as for his atteſtas 
tion of deepe humiliation, *how excellent ſvever, the honour of, 
' them, if any be acknowledged, ſhall redound to the (briſtian,the 
Proteſtant,th: Minifter,to any thing elſe except. the Paritas. , 

Howſocver in the firſt place it ought tobe obſerved, * that an 
uncleane ſtreame does not alwaycs receive it's uncleanneſk from 
the filth of the Fountaine, but in theſecond place a pure ſtreame 
neceſarily 1aters a pure Source, Tis true, Trees are knowne 
by.thcir fruites, and foare tnen generally by their workes ; but 
this [inilitude holdes not in all mn, at all times : for good men 
foin:times commit loule finnes, and bad men performe laudable 
ſervices. David deiiles Vriahbs wite, and to conczale it froin'the 
worli, makes drunke and murders. Vr1ab ; and: together with 
hia*catts away the lives of many other fa:thfull Souldiers ; yet 
nothing moved at this his owne mifdoin 7, at the ſame time he 
2nteaces to death a Subjz& of his for damniſying a neighbour, 
to the value of a poore liinb: what might 7oab,aud the other pri- 
vy Miniſters of theſe his foule deeds, cenſure all this while of this 
tis externally profefied fanRity and purit y,and Arianes in, point 
of jaſtice to other men;or of his ſo great indignation againſt pet» 

y off:nders ? what might they judge of the root, froa whence 

theſe fruits ſprung ? did they conclude thefs fruits, good ?yor bs 
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they coaceive that (ach truits might grow upon a good ſtacke e 
It's ſtrange, that hz which would bz forigid to a petty fellon, 
ſhould h:mſlfe find no remoiſe at his owne murther and op- 
preſſion, in ſpo; ling fo gallant a Commander, of his wite, of lus 
fubriety,ofhis life,and to continue ſo long a time without regard 
either what himſelfe had done, or what Uriah had ſuff:red.. But 
it's well, Davidlived in thoſz times when the name of Puritas 
niſme was not invented to blaſt all goodneſſe ; had he lived a» 
moneſt us,he had been accounted a Pwritan,and being a Pariran, 
God might have forgiven him,but the world never would :vut it 
ſeemes the world was not then poyſoned with the fame baſe 
word, though I belceve under ſome other nicke-name goodnefſe 
was alwaics odious:tor we read,that for that very fin of David, 
Gods name was evill ſpoken of amongſt the wicked. So Selomon 
the Sonne of teduced Barhſheba,if we cenſure him by many of his. 
ations, perhaps Jeroboam, and Abab that made //rae/to ſinne, 
were not perſonally addi&ted to fo much exceſlc of bodily luſt, 
and pollutio1, nay perhaps many. hcathens and Twrkss have de- 
teſted his enormous lubricities, | | 

I ſpeak not this to couftenance ſin,but to diſcountenance raſls 
cenſures of finners, wiſhing all that thinke themſelves fraile.apd 
mortall,to turne their eyes inwards, and to lay thcir hards upon 
their owne mouths, forbearing to cenſiire all (ins, but molt cſpe- 
cially the moſt latent and obſcure of all ſins, hypocrike, 

Solyman the magnificent is held the honeſteit of all the Pringes 
which ra1gned 1n his time,not cxcepting Chriſtian Princes, nay 
not excepting the great Father of them all, the Apoſtolicke-man 
of Rome: yet this is no ſhame to Chrittianity,but to-Chriſtians ra- 
ther ; oay I wiſh it might be actountcd rather a rebuke, than a 
ſhame ; rather a rebuke to humble them, than a ſhame tg conſute 
them. For Chrift tcls us that many times the f1 ſh areliſt;and Jalk 
firſt, God ſees not as man ſees, and yet he that will judge upright» 
ly ought to ſee as God ſees,and not as man.So much of the exten- 
five infamy of this word Paritan,now of its intenfive malignans 
cy:but little more needs to be ſpoken hereof, for he which tels 
you who is a Parita»,:for the moſt part tels whatiis a Puritan. 

ThePapiſt we fee hares one kind of Puritansgthe Hierarchiſt ans 
other,the Court Sycophanr another,the ſenſual Libertin another; 
yetfall hate a Pariran, and under the ſame name many times hate 
the fame thing. He which is an cnewy to our Religion'which 
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is the truth, hates the Puritan as an enemy to Truth ; he which 
5 an cnemy to Picty, Policy, Morality, charges the Paritan of 
being the fame : wherefore whatſoever is hated by the pervecr- 
ted and dilaffeed in Religion, Picty, Policy, Morality,is a P«- 
ritan, aud whoſoever is a Puritan, is cenſured, hated, and ſlan- 
dered as a man perverted and difift:ed in Religion, Pizty,Po- 
licy,and Morality. 

This ſufficiently appeares by the common ſlanders of all good- 
neſſe in theſe dayes, and particularly by the Byſhop of Downe,for 
as he juſtifies 7eſuires, Anabaptsts, and the Powder-Traiters be- 
fore Pariran: ; 1o he deſcribes, and proſcribes whole Religions, 
Seats,and Kingdomes for Pwritens, 

In the yeare of grace 15 88, when the Spaniſh Armado had mil. 
carried,not withſtanding that his holines of Rowe had fo perem- 

orily chriſtned it, and as-it were conjured for it, One of that 
-Religion was ſtrangaly diftempered at it, and his ſpeech was 
as *tis reported, God himſelfe was turned Lutheran : By which, 
for certaine, he meant Hereticall, *Tis much therefore that my 
Lord of Downe, now that Epiſcopacy is ſo foyled in Scotland, 
has 'not raged in:thelike manner, and Lark God of turning 
Puritan : but ſarely, if he bas ſpared God, he has not ſparcd any 
thing cl that is good; and if he has ſparcd to call God Puri- 
tan, he has not ſpared to call Paritan Devill : but to conclude, 
if the confuſed miſapplication of this foule word Paritan be not 
reformed in Eng and that bans” re we can expe no- 
thing but a ſaddaine univerfall downefall of all goodnefle what- 
ſhever, e/£lims eAdrians the Emperour, about an hundred 
yearcs after our Saviour, baving beene certified by Serenins Gra- 
wianns, Proconſnl of Afia, that the Chriftians in thoſe partes 
were illegally oppreſſed by the malice of unjuſt Sycophants , 
ſends this his Imperiall ed1& to the next ſucceſſor Minwins 
Fundanus. 

If the Provincials can prove ought ageing ſt the (briſtians where» 
of they charge them, and can at the barre 'f juilice make good the 
fame, let t ? wig 677 % 5474 _— : but let them not ap- 

h, the Chriſtians meerely for the name, by clamonring, andray- 

Hine ſeandat againſt them : For it is Ea if ay bo difpoſed 

10 accuſe, that the accuſation bee rough knawne, and judicially 

gyed by you ; therefore if any accuſe the Chriſtians that they = 
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eſſe the Lawes, ſee that you Judge and punift according 10 the qua- 
Ji 9 of the «ffence, but if awy wpon ſpite or malice by way of caluny 
complaine ag ai ſt them, ſee you chaſtiſe ſuch for their malice, and 
repay ther with condigne pum ſbment, I began with a Mar 
queſſo, / end nith an Emperour, both read the ſame Le» 
ure, both teach us a difference betwixt privy mali- 


cious calumny and open judiciall accuſing , 
or impleading ; God ſends us to bear - 
hen to botb asmuch as the neceſsi- 
ty of on caſe requires it, 


